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Introduction 

The American Legion was chartered by Congress in 1919 as a patriotic veterans 
organization. Focusing on service to veterans, service members and communi-
ties, the Legion evolved from a group of war-weary veterans of World War I into 
one of the most influential nonprofit groups in the United States. Membership 
swiftly  grew to over 1 million, and local posts sprang up across the country. To-
day, membership stands at nearly 2 million in more than 13,000 posts worldwide. 
The posts are organized into 55 departments: one each for the 50 states, along 
with the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, France, Mexico and the Philippines.  

Over the years, the Legion has influenced considerable social change in America,  
won hundreds of benefits for veterans and produced many important programs 
for children and youth. Following is a chronology of significant dates in Legion 
history: 

1919 

March 15-17 
Members of the American Expeditionary Force convene in Paris for the first 
American Legion caucus. 

May 8-10 
St. Louis Caucus. "The American Legion" is adopted as the organization's official 
name. The Legion's draft preamble and constitution are approved. 

June 9 
The National Executive Committee adopts the Legion emblem. 

Sept. 16 
Congress charters The American Legion. 
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1919 (Cont’d) 

Nov. 10-12 
First Legion convention convenes in Minneapolis. The Constitution and preamble 
are adopted. Delegates vote 361-323 to locate the Legion's national headquar-
ters in Indianapolis, instead of Washington. A resolution is passed in support of 
Boy Scouts of America. Today, the Legion is the chartering agency for more than 
1,700  Scouting units made up of approximately 64,000 youths. 

 

 

1920s 

Aug. 9, 1921 
The Legion's efforts result in the creation of the U.S. Veterans Bureau, forerunner 
of the Veterans Administration. Today, the Legion continues to lobby for adequate 
funding to cover medical, disability, education and other benefits for veterans. 

June 15, 1923 
The first "Flag Code" is drafted during a Legion conference in Washington. Con-
gress adopts the code in 1942. Today, the Legion is at the forefront of efforts to 
pass a constitutional amendment to protect the U.S. flag from physical desecra-
tion. 

July 17, 1925 
The Legion creates the American Legion Baseball program. Today, more than 50 
percent of Major League Baseball players are graduates of the program. About 
82,000 youths play on Legion-sponsored teams each year. 
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1930s 

September 1932 
The Sons of The American Legion is officially recognized during the 1932 National 
Convention in Portland, Ore. 

June 23, 1935 
The first American Legion Boys State convenes in Springfield, Ill., to help youths 
gain an understanding of the structure and operation of the federal government. 

1940s 

Sept. 19-21, 1942: Preamble to the Constitution of The American Legion is 
changed for the first and only time since it was written in 1919.  The word “War” 
is changed to “Wars.” 

Dec. 15, 1943 
Past National Commander Harry W. Colmery starts to write in longhand, on May-
flower Hotel stationery in Washington, the first draft of what will later become 
the "GI Bill of Rights" – considered the Legion's single greatest legislative 
achievement. 

June 22, 1944 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt signs into law the original GI Bill, or Servicemen's 
Readjustment Act, ushering in monumental changes in U.S. society. Higher edu-
cation becomes democratized after 8 million veterans go to school on the GI Bill, 
get better jobs, buy houses in the suburbs and raise families. For every dollar 
spent on educating veterans, the U.S. economy eventually gets $7 back. 

May 29, 1946 
The Legion and the American Legion Auxiliary present a small, struggling organi-
zation called the American Heart Association with a $50,000 grant. The grant in-
augurates a nationwide program for the study, prevention and treatment of 
rheumatic heart disease. 
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1950s 

May 4, 1950 
The Legion votes to contribute funds to the field of mental health, thereby playing 
a key role in launching the National Association for Mental Health. 

July 9, 1954 
The American Legion Child Welfare Foundation is formed. Today, more than $11 
million has been awarded to youth organizations and projects designed to help 
America's children. 

1960s 

Sept. 1, 1966 
The Legion voices great concern over the fate of prisoners of war in Vi-
etnam. Today, the Legion urges a full accounting of all POWs and troops missing in 
action; and has formed a special group from among the nation's major veterans 
organizations to continue pressing for further resolution of this issue. 

Aug. 24, 1969 
The Legion's National Executive Committee establishes the National Emergency 
Fund as a result of the effects of Hurricane Camille. 

1970s 

May 1, 1972 
The Legion implements a Halloween safety program for children; it remains the 
only national program of its kind. 

April 1, 1975 
The Legion-sponsored Freedom Bell goes aboard the Freedom Train during its 
tour of the country in celebration of the U.S. Bicentennial. Six years later, the bell 
is dedicated at its permanent home in Columbus Plaza, opposite Union Station in 
Washington. 
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1980s 

Aug. 26, 1982 
The Legion presents a $1 million check to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund 
for construction of the Wall in Washington, becoming the largest single             
contributor to the project. 

July 21, 1983 
The Legion announces its sponsorship of an independent study on the effects of 
exposure to Agent Orange on Vietnam War veterans. Congress receives the       
results of the "American Legion-Columbia University Study of Vietnam-era Veter-
ans" in 1989. 

Jan. 1, 1989 
The Veterans Administration is elevated to Cabinet-level status as the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs (VA). The Legion fought hard for the change, arguing 
that veterans deserve representation at the highest levels of government. 

Oct. 16, 1989 
The long-standing objective of the Legion to improve adjudication procedures for 
veterans claims is achieved when the U.S. Court of Veterans Appeals becomes 
operational. Most of the provisions contained in the law creating the court were 
originally included in the Veterans Reassurance Act, written by the Legion and  
introduced in Congress in 1988. 

1990s 

Aug. 2, 1990 
The Legion files suit against the federal government for failure to conduct a    
Congress-mandated study about the effects of Agent Orange on veterans who 
served in Vietnam. 
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1990s (Cont’d) 

Oct. 11, 1990 
The Legion creates the Family Support Network to assist families of servicemem-
bers deployed for operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm in the Middle East. 
Through local posts, the network offers a wide range of assistance, including fi-
nancial assistance, mowing lawns, baby-sitting and more. Today, FSN continues to 
assist families affected by military activation and deployment. 

June 15, 1991 
The Legion hosts its first Junior Shooting Sports National Air Rifle Championships 
at the Olympic Training Center in Colorado Springs, Colo. Today, more than 2,000 
high school students a year enter the contest, which teaches gun safety and 
marksmanship. 

Aug. 24, 1994 
The Legion announces the creation of the Citizens Flag Alliance, a coalition of or-
ganizations and individual citizens united to work for a constitutional amendment 
to protect the U.S. flag from physical desecration. Since 1995, the amendment 
has passed in the House by an supermajority six times: in 1995, 1997, 1999, 
2001, 2003 and 2005. In 2006, the amendment fell one vote short of passage in 
the Senate. 

Sept. 24, 1994: The American Legion announces partnership with the Smithson-
ian Institute’s Air and Space Museum to develop an exhibit for the bomber Enola 
Gay, which dropped an atomic bomb on Hiroshima, Japan.  Previous museum 
plans had drawn intense criticism from veterans, scholars and the public. 

Jan. 30, 1995: The American Legion announces acceptance of scaled-down exhib-
it “without political commentary” for the Enola Gay, ending the greatest contro-
versy in the Smithsonian Institute’s 149-year history.  
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1990’s (Cont’d) 

Oct. 1, 1995 
The Legion forms the Persian Gulf Task Force to enhance service for the new-
est generation of wartime veterans, thousands of whom suffer from illnesses 
linked to their service in the region. 

Sept. 16, 1996 
The Legion awards a $20,000 college scholarship to each of the 10 inaugural 
Samsung American Legion high school scholars. 

June 11, 1997 
The National Emergency Fund surpasses the $1 million mark in cash grants 
given to flood victims who belong to the Legion family. Most grant recipients 
reside in the flood plains of Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana, Minnesota and North 
Dakota. 

Sept. 3, 1997 
The Legion presents its first National Law Enforcement Officer of the Year 
award at the 79th National Convention in Orlando, Fla.  

2000s 

March 29, 2000 
Senate Joint Resolution 14, the constitutional amendment that would return 
the people's right to protect the U.S. flag from physical desecration, falls four 
votes short of the necessary 67 to override a presidential veto. 

Sept. 5, 2000: The American Legion presents the first “Spirit of Service” 
Awards to active duty service members  for their off-duty volunteer activities. 

Aug. 28-30, 2001: The American Legion passes resolution to rekindle Blue 
Star Service Banner program. 
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2000’s (Cont’d) 

Sept. 12, 2001: The American Legion reactivates the Family Support Network   
following terrorist attacks in New York City and Washington, D.C. 

Oct. 10-11, 2001: The American Legion creates the American Legacy Scholarship 
Fund for children of military members killed on active duty on or after Sept. 11, 
2001.  

Sept. 11, 2002: The American Legion takes lead in conducting “A Day To            
Remember” events to mark the anniversary of the terrorist attacks on the nation. 

November 2002 
The Legion launches the national "I Am Not A Number" campaign to identify and 
document the delays veterans face in obtaining medical care from VA. 

Oct. 17, 2003: American Legion efforts on Capitol Hill break the deadlock on the 
Disabled Veterans Tax when Congress creates a 10-year phase-in for service-
connected disabled retirees to receive military retired pay and VA disability com-
pensation without subtraction from either.  Legion efforts also result I passage of 
the Military Family Tax Relief Act. 

Sept. 3, 2004: American Legion lobbying leads to more progress in elimination of 
the Disabled Veterans Tax  with passage of PL 108-375 that eliminates the 10-
year phase-in for 100 percent service- connected retirees, allowing them to im-
mediately begin receiving both retired pay and VA disability payments. 

Sept 19, 2004: The American Legion launches a national program, the Blue Star 
Salute, where posts across the country hold public events to recognize troops, 
their families and local businesses on Armed Forces Day. 

May  7, 2005: The American Legion lobbied successfully to remove from VA fund-
ing legislation administration-proposed increases in VA prescription co-payments 
and institution of user fee for Priority Group 8 veterans using VA health facili-
ties.  Efforts focus on legislation to provide mandatory, vice discretionary, funding 
of VA health care. 
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2000’s (Cont’d) 

August 2005 
Delegates at the 87th National Convention in Honolulu unanimously voice their 
support for the global war on terrorism with Resolution 169. 

Oct. 17-18, 2007: The American Legion National Executive Committee passes 
Resolution 35 and adopts The American Legion Riders as a national program of 
The American Legion. The first American Legion Riders chapter was established 
by American Legion Post 396 in Garden City, Mich., in 1993. 

June 30, 2008 
President George W. Bush signs into law the Post-9/11 Veterans Educational     
Assistance Act, a next-generation GI Bill strongly supported by the Legion. The 
bill renews the federal government's commitment to veterans by providing them 
with substantially better education benefits. The Post-9/11 GI Bill took effect Aug. 
1, 2009, and sent an unprecedented number of veterans to college. Today, as at 
its formation, the Legion remains at the forefront of efforts to improve education 
and other benefits for all veterans.  

Oct. 22, 2009: President Obama signs the Veterans Health Care Budget Reform 
Act of 2009, guaranteeing  “advance funding” for VA appropriations, a formula 
that The American Legion has strongly supported for many years. The new law 
sets funding for VA one year in advance. 
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2010s 

February 2010 
The entire Legion family bands together and wins $250,000 for Operation Comfort 
Warriors (OCW) in PepsiCo's Refresh Everything Project, submitting the most 
votes in an online contest and beating out hundreds of other groups and chari-
ties to take first place in the contest's first month. A big part of getting the word 
out was the American Legion Online Update e-newsletter. This is an early example 
of the still growing power of online and social media to augment everything the 
Legion does.    

October 2010 
Continuing a long-standing tradition of advocating for timely and adequate medi-
cal care for veterans, the Legion forms a PTS-TBI Ad Hoc Committee 
to both examine current methods by VA and the Department of Defense of 
treating the two conditions, and investigate potential alternatives.   

December 2010 
The Legion officially begins a relationship with United Services Automobile Associ-
ation (USAA), making the veteran-founded insurance company "The American Le-
gion's preferred provider of financial services." The purchase of USAA products 
gains money for Legion programs. USAA representatives often give mem-
bers helpful financial information and tips through Legion media. 

May 5, 2011:  The National Executive Committee authorized establishment of The 
American Legion Amateur Radio Club (TALARC) to promote emergency communi-
cations and disaster preparedness, engage youth in math and science and facili-
tate public communications with our nation’s federally licensed amateur radio op-
erators who are veterans.  TALARC membership opened free for members of The 
American Legion, The American Legion Auxiliary and Sons of the American Legion 
who are FCC licensed ham radio operators.  
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2010’s (Cont’d) 

August 2011 
The American Legion Baseball World Series is held for the first time in the tour-
nament's new permanent home, Shelby, N.C. Prior to this, the tournament had 
rotated to different cities. Total paid attendance at the Shelby contests soars to 
an all-time high of 86,000 total. 

October 2012 
VA guarantees its 20 millionth home loan. 1936-1937 National Commander Har-
ry Colmery and 1943-1944 National Commander Warren Atherton escorted the 
original GI Bill of Rights through Congress in 1944, arguing passionately for veter-
ans educational benefits, government-assured health care and what they called 
"readjustment allowances." Today Colmery and Atherton are lauded as the 
"fathers of the GI Bill" and its successors. 

Aug. 30, 2013: National Commander James E. Koutz announced that the Ameri-
can Legion family  raised more than $1.1 million for Operation Comfort Warriors 
during the 2012-2013 fundraising year. It easily surpassed his original goal of 
$500,000. 

2014: in the midst of a VA waiting-list scandal that reached up to the deaths of 
veterans waiting for care, The American Legion calls for the resignations of sever-
al top officials, including VA Secretary Eric Shinseki. The scandal would ultimately 
engulf multiple facilities and offices; the Legion kept the issue in front of the 
public and Congress via articles and testimony. 

July 2016: The Legacy Scholarship is expanded to children of post-9/11 veterans 
who have a combined VA disability rating of 50 percent or greater.  
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2010’s (Cont’d) 

June 2017: Created to hold VA employees more accountable, the Department of 
Veterans Affairs Accountability and Whistleblower Protection Act of 2017 is 
passed by Congress in concert with The American Legion. A longtime goal of the 
Legion, this legislation gives the VA secretary the authority to terminate the em-
ployment of VA employees who do not hold the standard of the VA’s missions, 
to help veterans. The American Legion worked hard with Congress, VA and oth-
ers to create and pass this much needed veteran-centric legislation.  

Aug. 16, 2017: The Harry W. Colmery Veterans Educational Assistance Act of 
2017 – also known as the “Forever GI Bill” because it removes time limits for 
veterans who wish to use it for college – is signed into law by President Donald J. 
Trump. The legislation is named for The American Legion past national com-
mander who in the winter of 1943-44 drafted the Servicemen’s Readjustment 
Act that changed the nation after World War II. 
  
Aug. 23, 2017: President Donald J. Trump signs the Veterans Appeals and Mod-
ernization Act of 2017 onstage at the 99th American Legion National Convention, 
in Reno, Nev. The measure offers three courses of action for veterans to appeal 
decisions on their disability benefits claims in an effort to reduce the number of 
pending appeals – at this point more than 470,000 nationwide – and speed up 
the process. It is the first time in history a U.S. president has used an American 
Legion National Convention stage to sign a bill into law. 
 
August 2017: Denise H. Rohan of Wisconsin is elected national commander, the 
first woman to hold the role in the Legion's history.   
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2010’s (Cont’d) 

Jan. 31, 2019: The American Legion’s Temporary Financial Assistance program 
completes a record-breaking month of cash-grant disbursements. Of the 
$1,030,163 delivered to military and veteran families, most is distributed to U.S. 
Coast Guard families with children at home who were affected by the 35-day 
federal government shutdown.   

March 15-17, 2019: The American Legion celebrates its 100th birthday in Paris, 
France, throughout the United States and around the world. 
 
June 20, 2019: The U.S. Supreme Court rules 7-2 in favor of The American Le-
gion in its case to allow a 40-foot cross-shaped memorial in Prince George’s 
County, Md., to stay on public property. The memorial was erected in 1925 by 
The American Legion and Gold Star Mothers to honor 49 who gave their lives 
fighting in World War I. The Supreme Court heard the case after the American 
Humanist Association filed suit to have it removed, claiming its presence on 
public property violated the Constitution.  

July 30, 2019: President Trump signs the Let Everyone Get Involved in Opportu-
nities for National Service – the LEGION Act – which extends recognized war-
time service to cover previously unrecognized periods of U.S. military conflict, 
back to World War II. More than 1,600 Americans were killed or wounded in 
armed hostilities during periods not previously recognized as wartime. The act 
allows veterans who served outside of the previously designated war eras to 
join The American Legion.  
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2020’s 

March 16, 2020: American Legion National Headquarters staff begin a period of 
social distancing and work-from-home procedures amid the deadly coronavirus 
pandemic. American Legion posts, departments and facilities worldwide are 
forced to temporarily close their doors to members and the public. The organiza-
tion responds with hundreds of Buddy Check activities to assist older veterans; 
dozens of blood drives as need increases; food-delivery services; supplies for 
parents suddenly forced to home-school their children; protective mask making 
and distribution; and hundreds of other acts of community support. The pan-
demic leads to cancellation or postponement of national meetings, including the 
101st National Convention, American Legion Baseball World Series and American 
Legion Boys Nation.  
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Four Pillars 

 

 Access to VA Care 

 Better Funding For-

mula 

 Support for Vets with 

Special Needs 

 Career Opportunities 

 A GI Bill for a New 

Century 

 Employment &    

Business 

 Heroes to Hometown 

 Strong National 

Defense 

 Military Quality 

of Life 

 Homeland      

Security 

 Foreign           

Relations 

 Full Accounting 

of POW/MIA’s 

 Flag Protection 

 Illegal immigra-

tion 

 Voter             

Registration & 

Participation 

 Boy Scouts 

 The Pledge of 

Allegiance 

 Establishment 

Clause Lawsuits 

 Catastrophic  

Illness 

 Intellectual    

Disabilities 

 Immunization 

 Family Integrity 

 Media Violence 

 Drug Abuse 

 Child Sexual  

Exploitation 
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American Legion Post 117 
Chartered on 4 July 1984 
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Charles F. Thomas IV  
American Legion Post 117 

Charted on 19 December 1984  
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Captain Charles F. Thomas IV  
American Legion Post 117 

Captain Thomas in Vietnam Picture is from                                                              
Western Kentucky University                                        

Hall of Fame Class of 1968 

6/13/46—4/8/71 

Fountainhead Memorial 
Park 

Palm Bay, Brevard County, Florida 

Fountainhead Memorial 

Section M Veterans Garden 
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Remembering 
Captain Charles F. Thomas IV 

CPT Thomas as an ROTC cadet senior year Portrait drawn by Doris Thomas                               
(Mother of CPT Thomas) 

Far Right Charles Thomas           
Graduation parade at ROTC       
summer camp 1967 

Photos provided by: COL (Ret.) 
Greg Lowe, Best Friend of      
CPT Thomas 
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A Story From A Best Friend 
Greg Lowe, COL, US Army (Retired) 

“Charlie was my best friend in college. We had most all of our classes to-
gether and ran around with each other for four years.  I could not have had 

a better friend.  He graduated from Ft Knox HS and I graduated from Ft 
Campbell HS  and since we were both Army Brats we bonded immediately.  

When Charlie was KIA I was in Vietnam at the same time.  LTC Thomas called 
DA and asked for me by name to be Charlie’s escort home. I was honored to 
do so but it was the hardest thing the Army ever asked me to do in 30 years 

of AD.  The Thomas family then “adopted” me and treated me like a 
son.  I’m still in contact with my sisters after 50+ years. “ 

Larry Loftis, Vietnam Veteran & Retired Secret Service 
Agent, CPT Charles F. Thomas IV, and COL Greg Lowe 
(‘68) 

COL Greg Lowe and       
CPT Charles F. 
Thomas IV hang out 
right before  his       
Extension leave in 
Jan ‘70 Vietnam 

 CPT Charles F. Thomas IV, COL Greg Lowe & Other classmates from 

Western Kentucky University . “We did everything together,” says 

COL Lowe. Around campus, they called themselves the 

“Magnificent Seven”. Charlie would take the boys home with him 

where his dad COL Thomas &  Doris Thomas (better known as 

“MOM”) would feed them and allow them to stay in the basement 

where there were four sets of GI bunk beds. COL Thomas would fill 

the tub with beer for the boys. 
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What’s Your Legacy? 
Greg Lowe, COL, US Army (Retired) 

 

COL Greg Lowe, Retired, US Army                                    

The CPT Charles F. Thomas IV Scholarship was started 

about 25 years ago and currently is now up to $200,00. 

Scholarship is awarded to 1-2 Cadets each year. 

BEST FRIENDS 

“I made this gift to honor one of my best friends at Western, 

Charles Thomas , who was killed in action on the 8th day of 

April 1971. For a long time, I struggled with what I could do 

it keep his memory alive. Immediately I did the things that 

you do. I got a rubbing of his name of the wall in D.C. and 

gave it to his parents. I collected all of his awards and      

decorations and had those framed and presented those to 

his parents. That just didn’t seem to be enough. It finally 

dawned on me that if I created a scholarship it would serve 

two purposes. It would keep his name alive and would     

benefit some deserving students here at Western. As long as 

I’m alive, that scholarship will continue to exist, and even 

when I’m gone, I’ve made provisions in my estate so that a 

portion of that will go to fund that scholarship.” 

  Retired COL Greg Lowe (‘68) 

LTC Thomas (father) paid for CPT Greg Lowe’s membership 

at Post 117. 
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Charles Thomas Bio Input 
Greg Lowe, COL, US Army (Retired) 
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Charles Thomas Bio Input 
Greg Lowe, COL, US Army (Retired) 
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Charles Thomas Bio Input 
Greg Lowe, COL, US Army (Retired) 
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Charles Thomas Bio Input 
Greg Lowe, COL, US Army (Retired) 
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 Charles Thomas Bio Input 
Greg Lowe, COL, US Army (Retired) 

COL (Ret.) Lowe shares this bio with the cadets that are awarded the scholarship. 
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More From A Best Friend 
Greg Lowe, COL, US Army (Retired) 
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Letter from 
Pershing Rifles 

Commander, Company B, Third Regiment 
Western Kentucky University 

 

Provided by COL (Ret.) Gregory Lowe 
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Background of 
Captain Charles F. Thomas IV   
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Dedication of the  
Captain Charles F. Thomas IV  Room of Honor 

Western Kentucky University 
April 28, 2005 

Provided by: LTC Struzik, Western Kentucky University, Professor of Military Science 

Written by COL (Ret.) Gregory Lowe 



 33 

BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Memorabilia from Western Kentucky University 
Captain Charles F. Thomas IV  Room of Honor 

Watch cap, ammo case, mess kit knife, ribbon 
rack, and dress uniform rank. The letter is from 

CPT Thomas to a cadet at WKU while he was   
deployed. There was a great tradition of past  

cadets communicating with the current cadets 
and sharing stories and experiences.  

Primary instruction room for        
Military Science 100, 300, and 400 

level cadets 

    CPT Thomas’ Class A Uniform 

 

Room  

Of  

Honor 
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Memorabilia from Western Kentucky University 
Captain Charles F. Thomas IV  Room of Honor 

WKU Hall of Fame plaque 
for CPT Thomas 

CPT Thomas while at WKU Telegram sent to family upon his passing. 
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Memorabilia from Western Kentucky University 
Captain Charles F. Thomas IV  Room of Honor 

Airborne Course Diploma December 5, 1969 Ranger Course Diploma November 4, 1969 

WKU Bachelor of Science Degree June 1969 
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Update from an email dated 1/26/2024 
LTC Struzik, WKU, Professor of Military Science 

In the summer of 2023, the WKU ROTC department relocated from the 
ground floor of Diddle Arena to the second floor.  

On Veteran's day weekend, the department hosted alumni and friends to a 
department re-dedication ceremony. For the re-dedication, the department 
updated the signs and displays in the four rooms of honor we host. We 
were proud to update and display the memorabilia of CPT Thomas provided 
by his family and friends and from the department archives. During that 
weekend, and annually on that weekend, proud Veterans of Company B-3 of 
the Pershing Rifles (and Rebelettes) that attended WKU take the time to   
remember and honor those classmates no longer with us. This is held in the 
Charlie Thomas room.   

CPT Thomas has a scholarship presented annually to a deserving cadet,    
ensuring that his legacy endures as we train Army Leaders. 

COL (Ret.) Gregory Lowe is 
the founder of the                                 

CPT Charles F. Thomas IV    
Scholarship. 

Gabriel Hamilton-Canabal—

Scholarship Recipients 

Patti Lynch (sister of CPT 
Thomas), Greg Lowe, &        

CDT Evan Alexander,   
Scholarship recipient 
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City of Palm Bay - Through The Years 

1887: Early homesteaders settle in a town called Tillman, located at the mouth of 
Turkey Creek. 

1925: The 200 residents of Tillman decide their name doesn't accurately depict 
the charming town and petition to change the name to Palm Bay. 

 
1960: Under the leadership of Mayor Harry Pollak and the Town Council, Palm 
Bay continues to grow and is incorporated as a city with 2,808 residents. 

1963: Scenic U.S. Route 1 (US 1) is completed. 

1966: The city's first school Palm Bay Elementary is built. 

1967: Fire Station 1 is built on Palm Bay Road. Harris-Seybold acquires Radiation, 
Inc., known today as Harris Corporation. 

1974: The city's first bank and motel are built. 

1984: The first city library opens on Port Malabar Boulevard. 

1990: Palm Bay becomes the most populous city in Brevard County with 62,632 
residents. 
1992: Palm Bay Community Hospital opens. 

2004: Hurricanes Charley, Frances and Jeanne impact the city with $13 million 
dollars in damage and debris cleanup. 

2006: The city's population reaches over 100,000 residents. 

2009: Palm Bay receives certification as a "Green Local Government" by Florida 
Green Building Coalition. 

2010: The City of Palm Bay celebrates 50 years. 
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City of Palm Bay - Through The Years (cont’d) 

2011: The new City Hall Annex is completed, providing a central location for     
services. 

2014: Harris Corporation opens the $130 million Technology Center on Palm Bay 
Road. 

2016: Palm Bay completes the southern portion of the St. Johns Heritage Park-
way and announces the building of a new 1-95 interchange in south Palm Bay. 

2018: Palm Bay-Melbourne-Titusville metro area named # 1 for tech salaries with 
the average salary of $159,390, over three times the average state salary of 
$50,560. 
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Palm Bay Police Department 
Supports 

American Legion Post 117 & Post 394 
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Charles F. Thomas IV 
American Legion Post 117 

189 Veterans Dr SE, Palm Bay, FL 32909 
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Amenities 
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Commander Terry Struven 
American Legion Post 117 

2023—2024 

Military Service: 

 USAF Vietnam Era—1973—1980 

Civil Service: 

 1980—2009 

 Retired with 35 years devoted service to our country.  

 

I have been a proud member of the American Legion for 20 years with 17 of those 

years at Post 117.  

Post Positions held from 2008—2012: 

 1st Vice Commander 

 2nd Vice Commander 

 Post Adjutant 

 Acting Finance Officer 

 Acting Canteen Manager 

2019—2020—2nd Vice Commander 

2022—2023—3rd Vice Commander  

2023—2024—Commander 
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Agnieszka “Agnes” Garry, (photos) 

Andy Campbell, S.A.L Commander, Squadron 117, (Special Olympic donations) 

Bobby Ampezzan, Bobby.Ampezzan@HF.org, Health First Media Contact  

   (article) 

Bobby Dye, American Legion Finance Officer, (photos) 

Brenda Miskow, Unit 117 Auxiliary First Vice Commander (photos) 

Chris Livingston, (reviewer) 

City of Palm Bay, https://www.palmbayflorida.org/home (history) 

Connie Koonce, American Legion Post/Chapter 137, Jacksonville, FL (photos) 

David Bolduc, American Legion Post 117 Member, (photos) 

Greg Lowe, COL (Retired), US Army, Best Friend of CPT Charles Thomas (photos  

   & documents) 

Jeannie Perry, American Legion Post 117 Adjutant, (General Meeting Minutes) 

Jesse Suelter, American Legion Post 117, 1st Vice Commander (photos) 

John C. Kiernan, A Veteran’s Prayer 

Kevin McGarry, Service Officer, American Legion Post 117 (photos) 

Lauren Livingston, (photos) 

Leo Belanger, Blood Donor Program Chair, (donation stats) 

Lois Stachelrodt, Department of Florida, Emblem Sales (Past Post            

   Commanders List) 

LTC Anthony Struzik, Professor of Military Science, Western Kentucky University  

   (photos & documents) 
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Malcolm Denemark, Florida Today (photo) 

Maryann Spellman, Unit 117 Junior Chairman, (photos) 

Terry Struven, American Legion Post 117 Commander,  (photos) 

The Florida Keys & Key West  Keys Voices Fred the Tree: The Florida Keys’   

    ‘Celebri-Tree’ (fla-keys.com)  

The Four Chaplains, https://fourchaplains.org/the-four-chaplains 

Tim Shortt, Florida Today (photos) 

Tina Hubbard, District 12 Historian (photos) 

Tommy Griffin, American Legion Post 117 Member, (photos) 

Victor Velasquez, Hospice of Health First (photos) 

Virna Luke, ALAFL Public Relations, (photos)  

William “Bill” Davidson, American Legion Post 117, Past Post Commander   

   (photos) 

www.legion.org/history (data) 
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Chapter 1:  

Post Officers 
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Post 117 Officers 
2023-2024 

Commander                                   
Terry Struven 

            Historian                              Chaplain                         SGT-At-Arms  SGT-At-Arms         Judge Advocate                                                   
          Dana Jackson               Donna Walkowiak              Chris Livingston                       Vacant                        Doug Perry 

             Service Officer             Executive Committee     Executive Committee    Past Commander 
             Kevin McGarry                   Jim Fournier                     Chris Hamrick              Bill Davidson 
                  

1st Vice Commander 
Jess Suelter 

2nd Vice Commander 
Ray Wright 

3rd Vice Commander 
Jimmy Donovan 

Adjutant 
Jeannie Perry 

Finance Officer 
Bobby Dye 
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Chapter 2:  

Program Chairpersons 



 59 

BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Program Chairs 
American Legion Riders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jeff Cox 

Americanism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ray Wright 

Baseball . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Jeannie Perry 

Blood Donor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Leo Belanger 

Boys State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kevin McGarry 

Children & Youth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Terry Struven 

Disaster Preparedness . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Chris Hamrick 

Employment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jimmy Donovan 

Historian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dana Jackson 

Homeless Veteran Outreach . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Not Filled 

JROTC/ROTC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Not Filled 

Junior Shooting Sports . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Kevin McGarry 

Law & Order . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chris Livingston 

Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jesse Suelter 

Oratorical . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Not Filled 

POW/MIA Remembrance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vacant 

Project Vet Relief . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Stan Wood 

Public Relations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Terry Struven 

Scholarships . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Not Filled 

School Medals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Kevin McGarry 

Scouting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Kevin McGarry 

Sea Cadets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Not Filled 

Special Olympics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jeannie Perry 

Women Veteran Advocacy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Not Filled 

Youth Law Cadet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Jess Suelter 
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Chapter 3: 

One-Year Post History 
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Post Calendar 
June 2023 
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Eric Nestler, Randy Holifield, Eric 
Lloyd, Bruce Thurber,                   

Toni Sutherland, & Rico Thomas. 

Ed Lewis, Les Martins, Chris Hamrick, Barry Roberts, 
Eunis Butts & her Family, Jessica Moore, Jim  Ramos  

give Eunice her departing gift. 

The American Legion, Department of Florida 
104th Statewide Convention 

Orlando, Florida 
June 15—18, 2023 
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Friday, June 16, 2023 
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2023 Department of Florida Convention 
Awards Recognition 

June 2023 
 

Dana Jackson, ALR Historian  
Winner Four Chaplains Memorial Service 

Winner     

Most Outstanding Unit Junior       
Activities Program –Department of 

Florida 

Most Outstanding Unit Junior       
Activities Program Southern Division 

Sons of the American Legion     
Squadron 117—Level of Excellence 

$16,586.16 

Religious Emphasis Winner 
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 Post Calendar 
July 2023 
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Legion General Meeting Minutes 
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Legion Meeting Minutes 

July 2023 General Minutes (Continued) 
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Post Calendar 
August 2023 
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Legion General Meeting Minutes 
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Tim Morris & Department of  
Florida Commander Michael 

Gambler Raymond—Concord, 
NC 

Brent Jackson 

Chuck “Tramp” Dare,     
Co-founder of the    
American Legion Riders 

Dana Jackson 

Garden City, Michigan 
Post 396 

Final Stop Concord, NC 

Sunrise Time! 

American Legion National Legacy Run 2023 
Kokomo, IN to Concord, NC 

August 20-24, 2023 
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Post Calendar 
September 2023 
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William Whitney Jr, Gary LaMar, Karen    
Humann, Cheryl Jones, & Fire Department 

Kyle Nash 
Rachael Nash 
Kim Oaks 
Stan Wood 
Shelby Kennedy 
PB Fire Rescue 

Patriot Day at Post 117 with Mayor 
Rob Medina, PB Fire Chief/staff & 
Post 117 members. 

Patriot Day 
Palm Bay, Florida  

September 11, 2023 
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Florida’s 3rd Seven Bridges POW/MIA  
Remembrance Day Ride 

Jacksonville, Florida 
September 16, 2023 

Tim Morris 

Back : Karen 
Labrecque-Ortiz 
Glenn Weyant 
Tim Morris 
Right: Brent &  
Dana Jackson 
 

Safety Brief 
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Legion General Meeting Minutes 
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Willie Anderegg Benefit Run 
September 30, 2023 

Amy Ellis Gordon & 
Willie Anderegg 

Members came to witness what was donated to Will       
Anderegg and to show him support during his time fighting 
cancer. 

Riders supporting Willie 
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Post Calendar 
October 2023 
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The 29th Annual Bruce Rossmeyer Ride for Children 
Camp Boggy Creek  

Eustis, Florida 
October 8, 2023 

 

Brent Jackson, Glenn Weyant, David Smitley, 
Ken Brody, Karen Ortiz, Leah Guljord, Linda 
Knoblach-Harkness, Linda’s Sister Diane Irby & 
Dana Jackson 

Karen Ortiz, Leah Guljord,   
Linda Knoblach-Harkness, ALA 
Dept of FL 3rd Vice President 
and C&Y Chairman & her   
sister Diane Irby 
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District 12 Family Picnic 
American Legion Post 189 

Sebastian, Florida 
October 14, 2023 

Post 117 Rider’s on there way to D12 Picnic 
at Post 189. 

Joseph Marcheggiani and                 
Lin Marcheggiani enjoying their 
meal. 

Dennis Mallon, Joseph Marcheggiani, Eastern Area       
Commander, Bruce Thurber, District 12 Commander and 

Wayne Stalls “Doc Holiday” 
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Legion General Meeting Minutes 
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The 1st Annual Tom Wood Memorial Run 
For Special Olympics 

October 21, 2023 

John Pettinicchio Jr & Bruce      
Walkowiak, SAL Members on the 

grill 
Rider’s from multiple Posts showing “Love’ 

for Tom Wood 

Rider’s safety brief before memorial run 
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The 1st Annual Tom Wood Memorial Run 
Blood Drive 

October 21, 2023 

Jess Suelter, 1st Vice   
Commander, Post 117 

11 People donated a total of 9 Units. Each unit is 

separated into 3 components, red cells, platelets, 

and plasma when processed. Those components go 

to 3 different patients. Those 9 units once separated 

go to 27 patients. 

Give Blood & Save A Life  



 86 

BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Early Bird Dinner 
October 21, 2023 

Jocelyn Lugo, Ray Wright &  
Teresa Angelico 

Post 117 Volunteers 
Ed Corbin & Jess Suelter                             

Thank You Members & 

All  of Our Volunteers 

that made the         

Early Bird Dinner a 

SUCCESS! 
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Witches Party 
October 27, 2023 

Jocelyn Lugo—Bartender 

 
Dottie Vincent 
Brenda Miskow 
Terry Struven 
Teresa Linton 
Cindy Garbera 
 

The Witches Brew Crew 
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Halloween Party 
October 28, 2023 

First Place Winners 

2nd Place— 
Sonny & 
“Woodie” 
Woodrum 

3rd Place 

Shiela Cline &  
Allyssia Sink 

Halloween group 
photo 
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 Post Calendar 
November 2023 
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Jere McAleney’s  
Celebration of Life 
November 4, 2023 

Jere McAleney 

Donna Walkowiak, Terry Struven, Ray Wright              
& Jere’s Family. 
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Veterans Day Parade & Picnic Celebration 
Palm Bay, Florida 

November 11, 2023 

Post 117 members are headed 
to staging area for parade. 

Honor Guard—Dawn Hanner, Ed 
Milner, and Leo Belanger walking in 
Veterans Day Parade. 

Post 117 members are staged for parade. 

Post 117 float 
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Veterans Day Parade & Picnic Celebration  
Veteran’s Memorial Park 

Palm Bay, FL 
November 11, 2023 

Honor Guard: 
Dawn Hanner 
Bruce Walkowiak 
Leo Belanger 
Rowena Milner 
Ed Milner 
Donna Walkowiak 

Ken Snyder &     
Vince Wiersema>> 

Commander Terry Struven 
& Event Face Painter 

Marc Suppe 
Agnieszka Garry 
Bob Garry 
Lisa Suppe 
 
Serving up the burgers 

& hot dogs 

Rider’s escort to 
Veteran Assisted 
Living Facilities 
to say thank you 
to our veterans  
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Legion General Meeting Minutes 
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The 2023 Department Fall Conference 
Orlando, Florida 

November 17-23, 2023 

Jim Wineland, ALR               
Department Chair 

Robert James, President,   
Development &            
Fundraising Chair 

Jerry Brandt, Past            
Department Commander & 
Current Alt NEC 

James A. LaCoursiere Jr,      
Current Lead Candidate for 
National Commander,   

Dana Jackson, Post 117 Historian 

Ed Lewis, Department Historian, Historian class  

Project Vet Relief Class 

Tim Morris, MSGT Bobby Ritchey, Jim  
Wineland, Rider Chairman, The American 
Legion, Department of Florida. Tim           
receiving plaque for PSFB Precious Gift   
during Christmas. 

Stan Brown & Tim Morris; 
Stan shaved his head to raise 

money for Tim. 
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Senior Resource Center of Brevard 
Thank You, Veterans! 

Melbourne, FL 
November 21, 2023 

 

Jeannie Perry winning a door 
prize 

Jeannie Perry 
Bud Fritz 
Leo Belanger 
Dana Jackson 
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Thanksgiving Dinner 
November 23, 2023 

Patricia Luckey & Leo Belanger 

Cheryl Jones, Terry Struven, Joe Little,        
Ken Brody 
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117 Family Future Leaders 
Fall Festival 

November 25, 2023 

MaryAnn Spellman, Unit 117 Jr Chairman,     
presenting our Future Leaders with the award 
“Best Jr Program” for Southern Division that 
was received at Fall Conference. 

MaryAnn Spellman & Aux 117 Junior & 
Squadron 117 Young SAL members 
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 Post Calendar 
December 2023 
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Christmas Parade 
Palm Bay, Florida 

December 2, 2023 

American Legion Post 117 Members 

Post 117 Members 
ready for the parade! 

Mike Montalvo & Christina Montalvo 
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CFEC Toy Drive 
Melbourne, Florida  
December 3, 2023 

CFEC vendor & Willie Anderegg (Post 117) 

AL Riders from Chapter 117 

Back: 

Amy Ellis Gordon &    
Willie Anderegg 
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The 2023 The Greater Palm Bay Chamber 
Excellence in Business Awards of the Year 

Palm Bay, Florida 
December 7, 2023 

Chamber members & Leo Belanger Post 117, receiving an award. 
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Commander Terry & Rob Struven’s 
Holiday Steak Shoot  
December 14, 2023 

Commander Terry Struven & Rob Struven 

Members enjoying & winning in the Steak Shoot 
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Patrick Space Force Base- 
Operation Precious Gift 

Grant, FL & Patrick Space Force Base 
December 15, 2023 

TSgt Samuel Fisher, 45 CES Prime BEEF/UDM; 

SrA Alexis Marchi,45 CES Emergency Management 
Flight; & Dana Jackson 

SrA Alexis Marchi, 45 CES Emergency Management 
Flight  & TSgt Ryan Rosa, 45 CES Prime BEEF/UDM 

TSgt Samuel Fisher, 45 CES Prime BEEF/UDM 
The Department of Florida, American Legion     Riders, 
donated funds toward PSFB Operation  Precious Gift 
again this year! We want to thank Tim Morris for 
spearheading this event last two years. Dana Jackson 
was able to pick it up so that Operation Precious Gift 
could continue. Thank you to all the Airmen that 
played a part in picking up and wrapping the gifts this 
year for the families at PSFB. 

SrA Alexis Marchi, 45 CES Emergency Management 
Flight  & TSgt Ryan Rosa, 45 CES Prime BEEF/UDM; 
Photo credits go to SSgt Jarrod Stebbins is also with 
45 CES Prime BEEF/UDM 
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Kid’s Christmas Party 
December 16, 2023 

MaryAnn Spellman 
Shiela Cline 
Jimmy Donovan “Santa” 

Jimmy Donovan “Santa” 

Thank you Palm Bay Fire    

Department for always       

supporting Post 117 & for 

bringing smiles to the children 

faces. 

Ho Ho Ho Merry Christmas ! 
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Bartender Christmas Party 
December 16, 2023 

Karen Campbell, Tina Carbin, Jess Suelter 

Mike Barbarino, Rhonda Suelter, Shannon Fischer-Cox, and                  
Jocelyn Lugo   

Ho Ho Ho  

Merry Christmas! 
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Legion General Meeting Minutes 
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Legion General Meeting Minutes 

December 2023 General Minutes (Continued) 
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Christmas Dinner 
December 25, 2023 

Ryan Little, Joe Little, Terry Struven, Ron Lawton 

Thank you volunteers 

for cooking a great 

meal ! We couldn’t have 

done it without you! 

 

Merry Christmas! 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

S.A.L New Years Campout  
December 28, 2023—January 2, 2024 

Lisa Meeks getting the 
fire pit going. 

Cheryl Jones & Gary LaMar   
enjoying camping weekend 

with the pups. 

Happy New Year! 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

New Year’s Eve Celebration 2024 
December 31, 2023 

New Years Eve preparation:                
Shiela Cline 

Jimmy Donovan & Vince Wiersema 

Dawn Hanner & Jim Locke 

Brenda Miskow, Pat Luckey,    
Teresa Linton 

Tina Byres & Robert Rouleau 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

New Year’s Eve Celebration 2024 
December 31, 2023 

Ken Nixon 

Terry Struven (Commander), Pat Luckey,                
Brenda Miskow 

Ed & Carol Krasky and Candice Frye-Taylor 

Shirley Sanborn 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Post Calendar 
January 2024 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Palm Bay Police Department’s 
Annual VCOP Banquet 

January 11, 2023 
 

Members of Post 117: Mario Augello, Lance Fisher, Tim Zander, and Ed Bermudez. 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Legion General Meeting Minutes 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Legion General Meeting Minutes 

January 2024 General Minutes (Continued) 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

American Legion, Department of Florida, 
Commander Visit 
January 18, 2024 

Bruce Thurber, D12      
Commander 

Michael “Gambler” 
Raymond                  

Department of Florida         
Commander 

Terry Struven, Post 
117 Commander 

General Membership Meeting 



 117 

BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Department Vice Commanders 
Hillbilly Hoedown 
January 20, 2024 

Michael Gambler Raymond,          
Department Commander & Chris 

Hamrick, 1st Vice 

Lena Herediaperez, Northern  
Area  Commander 

Jessica Moore, 2nd Vice & Don 
Larson, SAL, Squadron 8,    

Winter Haven 

Dennis Boland 
Previous     
Department 
Commander>> 

<<Terry    
Anderson-
Judah 
“chain” 
 
<<Keith 
Prine 
“Keiffer” 

Smokin’ 

Project 

Vet Relief 

Table 

Bruce      
Thurber,  
District 12 
Commander 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Timothy Scott Morris’ Memorial Run/Celebration of Life 
Blood Drive 

January 21, 2024 

Tim -Seven Bridges Ride  

If you know, you know! 

8 People donated a total of 6 Units. 

Each unit is separated into 3            

components, red cells, platelets, and 

plasma when  processed.  Those com-

ponents go to 3 different patients. 

Those 6 units once separated go to 18 

patients. 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Tim Morris’ Celebration of Life  
January 21, 2024 

Tim Morris 

John Pettinicchio>> 

American Legion members/Riders came  from across the 
State of Florida to say “So-long for now” to Tim Morris 

Ed Milner saluting Kim Oaks . Chris Scott 
(left of Kim) is the brother of Tim Morris 

          Celebration of Life for Tim Morris 

Honor Guard: 
Chris Livingston   

 Ed Milner 
 Leo Belanger 

Andy Campbell 
    Rowena Milner 

 Dawn Hanner 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Coming Together Across the 
State of Florida 

 
50 Bikes 
21 Passengers 
87 miles 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Suicide Awareness 5K Health Walk 
Post 394, Bayside Lakes 

Palm Bay, FL  
January 27, 2024 

Post 394     
members/
volunteers 

Jesse & Rhonda Suelter         
supporting 5k walk 

 

Bruce Thurber,                     
D12 Commander 
Karl  Burtzloff 
Gary Raymond 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

American Legion Riders, 8th Annual Summit 
Holiday Inn Resort, Orlando, Florida 

January 31—Feb 3, 2024 

John Rubino, District 12 Rider’s Chairman, Victor 
Cotto, Rider’s Director Post 394 and Hector       
Deitsch, Dana Jackson, Post 117 Historian 

<<Opening Ceremony by Jim Wineland, 
Department of Florida ALR Chair 

Tim Morris Memorial table 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Post Calendar 
February 2024 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

S.A.L Special Olympics Benefit 
Run & Fundraiser 
February 3, 2024 

Bobby Dye trying his luck 
at golf 

Eric Spellman 

Jess Suelter 

Having fun 
beating each 
other up in 
the balls. 

Bob & Agnes 
Garry at 
Camp Holly 

Famous chair at 
Camp Holly 

Patty Weinert, George De Angelo, AL 
Department of Florida  Special  

Olympics Chairman  
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

S.A.L Special Olympics  
Presenting A Check to 

Brevard County Special Olympics 

Andy Campbell, S.A.L Squadron Commander presenting a check to Special 
Olympics for $15,646.00 plus in-kind donations = $20427.66 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

The Four Chaplains Monument Visit 
Riverside Park, Sebastian, FL 

February 4, 2024 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

On Feb. 3, 1943, four Army chaplains – Father John P. Washington, Rabbi Alexander D. Goode, and the Revs. 
George L. Fox and Clark V. Poling – gave up their life jackets on a sinking Army transport in the North Atlantic so 
that others might live. 

Of the 902 soldiers, Navy armed guard, ship’s crew and civilian passengers on board the Dorchester, only 230 
survived. They have told us of the chaplains’ efforts to restore calm in a hopeless and chaotic situation, and 
how they were last seen at the ship’s stern, arms linked in prayer. 

The survivors’ testimony and the chaplains’ bravery are enshrined at the Chapel of Four Chaplains in the      

Philadelphia Navy Yard, where the Chapel Memorial Foundation honors acts of selfless service nationwide in 

memory of the Four Chaplains and crew of USAT Dorchester. (The Four Chaplains | The American Legion ) 

When there were no more lifejackets in the storage room, the chaplains removed theirs and gave them to four 

frightened young men. 

“It was the finest think I have seen or hope to see this side of heaven,” said John Ladd, a survivor who 

saw the chaplains’ selfless act. 

 

Ladd’s response is understandable. The altruistic action of the four chaplains constitutes one of the purest   

spiritual and ethical acts a person can make. When giving their life jackets, Rabbi Goode did not call out for a 

Jew; Father Washington did not call out for a Catholic; nor did the Reverends Fox and Poling call out for a 

Protestant. They simply gave their jackets to the next man in line.  

To read more about The Four Chaplains, go to  The Four Chaplains - Four Chaplains Memorial Foundation and Chapel  

 

https://www.legion.org/belovedveterans/220498/four-chaplains#:~:text=On%20Feb.%203%2C%201943%2C%20four%20Army%20chaplains%20%E2%80%93,the%20North%20Atlantic%20so%20that%20others%20might%20live.
https://fourchaplains.org/the-four-chaplains/
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

The Four Chaplains Day Ceremony 
February 4, 2024 

Donna Walkowiak, Chaplain 

 

Honor Guard 

Jim Fournier, Dana Jackson, Bruce Walkowiak, Leah 
Guljord,  Donna Walkowiak and Terry Struven                     

re-enact the dreadful day on the Dorchester in 1943. 

“Valor is a gift, “Carl Sandburg once said. “Those having it 

never know for sure whether they have it until the test 

comes. “ That night Reverend Fox, Rabbi Good, Reverend 

Poling, and Father Washington passed life’s ultimate test. 

In doing so, they became an enduring example of ex-

traordinary faith, courage, and selflessness. The Four Chap-

lains - Four Chaplains Memorial Foundation and Chapel  

https://fourchaplains.org/the-four-chaplains/
https://fourchaplains.org/the-four-chaplains/
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

February 2024  Improvements: 
Fence, Trees, Concrete Pad & Parking Area 

Leo Belanger, Jesse Suelter, David Bolduc, Gerald 
Pucel putting in new post for fence  

 

Larry Hoel, Chuck Body & Dave Fox 
digging holes for posts 

Alpine Tree Service trimming trees at Post 117 

Thank you to all volunteers in helping to beautify 
the outside of Post 117. 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

February 2024  Improvements: 
Fence, Trees, Concrete Pad & Parking 

Increased entertainment area 

Improving parking area 

Airplane pad received some       
upgrades thanks to Chris Livingston 
& Jeff Cox. 

New pad for airplane 



 134 

BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Scouts BSA Troop 732 Eagle Project 
February 10, 2024 

Troy Becker, Mason Haiber, Conrad McAllister, Dexter   
Becker, Kayden Zimpfer, Andrew Whaley, Scott Kamna, 

Nicholas Bell,  William Whaley, Patrick Whaley 

Kayden Zimpfer and Conrad McAllister 

Kevin McGarry, Scouts Program Chair & Scouts    
working hard on the landscaping. 

The boys are 
working hard! 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Auxiliary Vet Girls Rock 
American Legion Post 117 

February 17, 2024 

Women Veterans from Post 117 & others from District 12 attending Vet Girls 
Rock!  Special Guest Jessica Moore, Department of Florida, 2nd Vice Commander. 

You are a  Phenomenal Woman! 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Legion General Meeting Minutes 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Legion General Meeting Minutes 

February 2024 General Minutes (Continued) 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Post Calendar 
March 2024 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

The 57th Annual Grant Seafood Festival 
Project Vet Relief/Membership 

Grant, Florida 
March 2-3, 2024 

Brent & Dana Jackson 

Jesse Nolan, Mike Nolan, Kim 
Oaks, Brad Miller 

Jesse Suelter, First Vice & Marco Pops 
Dana Jackson, Post Historian 

& Mrs. Crab 

Brent Jackson 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Scouts BSA Troop 117 
Refurbished Charles F. Thomas IV Plaque 

March 10, 2024 

Charles F. Thomas IV plaque (BEFORE) 

Riley Nevins and Dana Jackson, Post 
117 Historian (AFTER) 

Madison Bibey, Karigan Ford-
Torres, Kimmie Travis, Riley 

Nevins, Emma  Dunahee, Eliana 
McLendon, &  Georgianna Hall 

 
Other members not available: 
Anna Brandt, Alisa Sirenko, &          

Laillah Tomkinson 

Great job Girls! 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

American Legion 105th Birthday 
Palm Bay, Florida 
March 16, 2024 

 

Terry Struven, Commander, Post 117 gives speech on        
American Legion Birthday. 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

American Legion Birthday Celebration 
District 12 Unity Ride South 

Post 318/Post 358/Post 39/Post 40/Post 189 
March 16, 2024 

Chapter 10 Kissimmee Crew 

Chapter 117 Riders 

Ken Brody 
William “Pineapple” Whitney 

Bob & Agnes Garry 

 

<<John Rubino, D12 Riders Chairman                      
Dana Jackson, Post 117 Historian 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Legion General Meeting Minutes  
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Legion General Meeting Minutes  

March 2024 General Minutes (Continued) 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Billy Award 
March 20, 2024 

Chris Livingston, Sergeant-At-Arms & Bruce 
Thurber, District 12 Commander, present Bob 
Garry and Shiela Cline with the Billy Award.  
Nancy Richert also received award (not present) 

 

Andy Campbell, Squadron 117 Commander, also 
received the Billy Award at an SAL meeting. 

Bruce Thurber, D12 Commander and  
Kevin McGarry, Post Service Officer,    

recipient of Billy Award 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

District 12 Spring Picnic 
At Post 81, Melbourne 

March 23, 2024 

Chris Hamrick,              
Department 1st Vice & 
Dana Jackson, Post 117         
Historian   

Phoenix Band 

<<Steve Vilgats, D12 SAL Commander, Char Kinlan D12   
Auxiliary President, Bruce Thurber, D12 Commander, Dan 
Martin, Post 81, & John Rubino, D12 Rider’s Chairman (Post 
189) 

Raffle Basket Time! 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Richard Phillips Down Biker fund 
7th Birthday Bash 
March 23, 2024 

Michelle Bomalaski from Sinclair Law Office 

Notorious P.I.G 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Vietnam War Commemoration 50th Anniversary 
Cape Canaveral National Cemetery 

Cape Canaveral, Florida 
March 23, 2024 

Bruce Walkowiak, Leo Belanger, Ed Milner, Donna    
Walkowiak, Dawn Hanner &  Commander                    

Chris Livingston also present.                                    
Photo by Florida Today. 

Ed Milner (right) getting pinned. 

Leo Belanger (top middle) and Ed Milner  
(bottom right) pinned by Vietnam  
Unforgettable Memories Foundation  
Personnel. 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

The 117 Juniors—Family Future Leaders 
Spring Fling 

March 30, 2024 

Eric Spellman, Easter Bunny & little family members 

Egg hunt time by the older kids 

Thank you to all who donated toward the 
raffle baskets. 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Easter Brunch 
March 31, 2024 

Marco Pops & Aubrey Stanley>> 

Marco Pops & Agnes Garry 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Post Calendar 
April 2024 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Department of Florida, Children & Youth 
Picnic/Poker Run                                    

April 6, 2024 
 

Ofc Joleen James & Ofc Taneisha Campbell, Palm 
Bay PD Community Resource Unit 

Rick Johnson, American 
Legion, Department of 
Florida , Children & Youth 
Chairperson 

Shiela Cline and Chris Livingston dishing out 
the delicious food. 

MaryAnn Spellman, 117 Junior Chairman 
Kim Oaks, Auxiliary President 

Nana Lontakos, Linda Knoblach-
Harkness, Mary Kelly Perkins           

helping to sell tickets. 

13 People donated a total of 9 
Units. Each unit is separated 
into 3 components, red cells, 
platelets, and plasma when  
processed.  Those components 
go to 3 different  patients. 
Those 9 units once separated 
go to 27 patients. 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Children & Youth Picnic/Poker Run 
April 6, 2024 

Joe Marcheggiani, Eastern Area Commander 
Dennis Mallon, Past Eastern Area Commander 
Russ Pacowski, Past Post Commander 189 Sebastian 

William Whitney, Jim Fournier, Mike Ambort , 
Bobby Dye, and Johnny Langley 

Racheal & Kyle Nash, Jeff Cox, Nancy  
Richert, Shannon Fishcer-Cox, Agnes    
Garry, Terry Anderson-Judah “Chain”,  
Karen Humann, Post 117 Riders 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

The Military Child’s Table Setting Ceremony 
April 6, 2024 

117 Juniors 

Serenity Jackson & Dana Jackson 

 

MaryAnn Spellman, Unit 117 Juniors Chairman, Linda 
Knoblach-Harkness, Kim Oaks, Auxiliary President &            

117 Juniors 



 155 

BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Children & Youth Picnic 
Department Commanders Past & Present 

April 6, 2024 

Past Department Commanders: Dennis Boland, Jim Ramos, Diane Boland, Rick Johnson, &   
Jerry Brandt 

 
(Far Right) Current Commander: Michael “Gambler” Raymond “BE THE ONE” 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Auxiliary Steakshoot for Charlotte Bass 
Lead Candidate for ALA Department of Florida President 

April 7, 2024 

Tammy Zell, Kim Oaks, Charlotte Bass 

Andrea Sherman and Mike Sherman 

Let’s Play! 



 157 

BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Hospice of Health First 
Volunteer Recognition Brunch 

Melbourne, FL 
April 11, 2024 

 

Dana Jackson & Harry Pitt 

Dana Jackson & Victor Velasquez (Hospice of 
Health  First Volunteer Coordinator) 

Shiela 
Wilson 

Dana Jackson, Leon Strausser, Donna Walkowiak, Jeannie 
Perry, Terry Struven & Harry Pitt receiving Volunteer       

Appreciation  Certificates from Hospice of Health First. 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

April 2024 
Post Improvements: Outdoor Vibrancy 

 

New flower pots, plants, soil, mulch, and lighting 

Chris Livingston & Dana Jackson 
Thank you Home Depot    

Foundation for their        
generous grant of $3000. 
We were able to enhance 

the exterior and infuse 
much-needed vibrancy to 

Shelby Kennedy 
putting her 
“green thumb” 
to work on the 
front entrance to 
Post 117. 



 159 

BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

District 6 Unity Ride 
Post 55, Post 43, Post 10 

April 13, 2024 

Ofc Rivera,(Haines City PD), Nory Wolf, Kathy Mabbitt, (Chapter 
81) Brent & Dana Jackson (Chapter 117), Ofc Rodriguez (Haines 
City PD), Anita Truman Hutchinson, Chapter 55 Road Captain 
Front Doug Bert, Chapter 81 

Post 55, Clermont 

Post 43, Haines City 

Post 10, Kissimmee 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Legion General Meeting Minutes 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Legion General Meeting Minutes 
April 2024 

April 2024 General Minutes (Continued) 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Memorial Tree—Tim Morris 
April 21, 2024 

There’s a very special garden                        
Where the trees of memory grow                    
Nurtured by the Kindness                                      
And concern that good friends 
show.                                                  
The roots are cherished memories                      
Of good times in the past                                    
The branches tender promises                          
That souls endure and last. 

             Author Unknown 

Crape Myrtle Memory 
Tree  for Tim Morris 

 

 

Chris Livington  
filling in hole 

Kim Oaks is        
watering tree 

 

American Legion 
members sup-
porting event for 
Memorial Tree in 
Memory of Tim 
Morris—
Legionnaire/
Rider 

<<Karen Labrecque-Ortiz & Glenn Weyant 
wearing their red sneakers and holding a    
pictures of Tim that they carry in the bike. 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

In-State Unity Ride  
#Easternroute Yo-Yo Lunch  

April 23, 2024 

 
Post 117 Commander Terry Struven & 
Zane  Koonce, #Easternroute Leader, 

Chapter 137, Jacksonville 

Zane Koonce & Terry Struven—Terry 
gave Zane $2500.00 for PVR:SPI 

Palm Bay PD always supporting Post 

Kim oaks, Aux President, 
giving Zane Koonce $300 for 
PVR:SPI 

 

#Easternroute 

Poster provided by Kid City USA, 
Melbourne 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

In-State Unity Ride  
#Easternroute Yo-Yo Lunch  

April 23, 2024 

Patty Taegdr, Chapter 8, Winter Haven 

Poster drawn by Kid City USA 
Daycare,  Melbourne, FL 

Connie Koonce, Chapter 137,         
Jacksonville 

Rider’s taking a break and having 
lunch 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

In-State Unity Ride 
#Easternroute 

April 23—26, 2024 

1,138.1 miles, 26 
hours 

#Easternroute @Post 43, Homestead, Florida– Post 43 
provided dinner. 

Dana Jackson, Historian, 
Key West 

Brent & Dana Jackson at 
the Big Lobster in        
Islamorada 

#iRideforthe22 

#endveteransuicide 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

In-State Unity Ride 
#Easternroute 

April 21—26, 2024 

National Navy UDT-Seal Museum Fort 
Pierce, FL 

Fred the Tree: Fred’s name is an acronym reputedly 
made up years ago, with the letters F-R-E-D culled 

from “For Real Enjoyment Driving,” according 
to Keys residents who help tend to Fred.  

Dennis Mallon, Stephen Follett (Post 40) and              
Brent Jackson and Dana Jackson from Post 117 

#Easternroute did a ride-

by for Hunter Cercy 

(nephew of rider Dana 

Jackson) at Harris Field in 

Homestead, FL). Hunter 

was diagnosed with     

cancer 2 years ago and 

had just rang the bell at 

the hospital the day prior. 

Congratulations Hunter! 

https://fla-keys.com/connect-keys-life/


 167 

BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Bike and Car Meetup 
Doc Holiday’s last 117 Bike Night 

April 25, 2024 

Wayne “Doc Holiday” Stalls Co-pilot 

Wayne “Doc Holiday” Stalls 

117 Members & Friends 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

In-State Unity Ride Rally 
Clearwater, FL 
April 27, 2024 

Robert Smith, Jeff Cox, Shelby Kennedy, Bobby Dye, Dave 
Smitley, Bill Davidson (Previous Past Commander) & Chris 

Hamrick (Department 1st Vice Commander at Rally to 
present checks. 

Post 117 Donations: $2017 from Tim Morris 
Benefit Ride; $500 from Post 22 from Tim’s 

Benefit Ride & $1979 from Chapter 117 Rider’s 
monthly 50/50. 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Volunteer Appreciation Day 
April 27, 2024 

Kim Campbell trying her 
hand at hoola hoop. 

Kids and their hoola hoops.        
Millicent Donovan in  the back 

watching the kids have fun. 

Kim Campbell, 117 Junior, Millicent 
Donovan 

Thank you Volunteers! 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

3rd Annual Post 117/Post 394 Social 
April 28, 2024 

Kids having fun! 

Food    Fun    Games 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Post Calendar 
May 2024 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Auxiliary—Poppy Proclamation 
Palm Bay, FL 
May 2, 2024 

Dana Jackson, Historian, Auxiliary President Kim 
Oaks, Rachael Nash, and Lorraine Carrier-Ryan 

Kim Oaks, Rob Medina (Mayor of Palm Bay), Rachael 
Nash, and Lorraine Carrier-Ryan. Mayor Medina  
presenting Poppy Day Proclamation. 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Legion Post Officer Election Day 
4-7pm 

May 4, 2024 
 

Newly elected Post Officers 2024-2025 

Commander: Terry Struven 

1st Vice Commander:  Bruce Thurber 

2nd Vice Commander: Ray Wright 

3rd Vice Commander: Jimmy Donovan 

Post Adjutant: Dana Jackson 

Judge Advocate: TBD 

Finance Officer: Bobby Dye 

Historian: Dana Jackson 

Chaplain: Donna Walkowiak 

SGT-At-Arms: Leo Belanger 

Ass’t SGT-At-Arms: Bob Garry 

Service Officer:  Kevin McGarry 

Executive Committee: Jim Fournier & Chuck Body 

Members stand in line waiting to vote in the      
2024-2025 Post Election. 

Terry Struven &  
Debbie Nixon 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Auxiliary Kentucky Derby 
May 4, 2024 

Auxiliary President Kim Oaks & Lisa Meeks 

Millicent Donovan, Pamela James, Patti Bolduc, Commander Terry Struven,  
Teresa Linton, Keiran Monnett-Corneail, Kim Oaks MaryAnn Spellman, Eric 

Spellman 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Vietnam Traveling Memorial Wall Escort 
May 5, 2024 

Cocoa, FL 

Safety Brief 

117 Family! 



 176 

BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Vietnam Traveling Memorial Wall 
Wreath Ceremony 

Wickham Park, Melbourne 
May 6, 2024 

Wreath Presentation by the American Legion, Auxiliary, Juniors, SAL, Riders, &   Honor Guard. 

<<Legion 

<<Auxiliary 

S.A.L  

Riders 

Honor Guard 

Unit 117 Juniors & 
Squadron 117      
Juniors 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Vietnam Traveling Memorial Wall 
Wreath Ceremony 

Wickham Park, Melbourne 
May 6, 2024 

Florida Today photos   
taken by Tim Shortt     
capturing American      
Legion Post 117 Family in 
line waiting to  present 
wreaths. 

American Legion Post 117    
Family paying their respects 
to those that never came 
home after presenting their 
wreaths. 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Vietnam Traveling Memorial Wall 
Wreath Ceremony 

Wickham Park, Melbourne 
May 6, 2024 

Wall is 300 foot 3/5th scale replica of the Vietnam Veter-
ans   Memorial in Washington, D.C. Post 117 presented 

their wreaths. 

Auxiliary Unit 117 & Squadron 117 Young Junior 
Members with Maryann Spellman, Terry Struven 

(Commander) & Andy Campbell 

Auxiliary & S.A.L Juniors with Palm Bay  
Mayor Rob Medina 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Vietnam Traveling Memorial Wall 
Massing of the Colors 

Wickham Park, Melbourne 
May 11, 2024 

Brian Yancey & Patti Bolduc Post 117 led the way in Massing of the Colors  

Honor Guard 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Legion General Meeting Minutes 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Legion General Meeting Minutes 

May 2024 General Minutes (Continued) 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Law Enforcement/First Responder       
Appreciation Day                            

May 18, 2024 

Palm Bay Law Enforcement/First Responders 

Brett Debusk, 
Palm Bay PD 
 
Chris Livingston, 
Melbourne PD & 
Post 117 member 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Scholarships & Sponsorships                                   
May 18, 2024 

 

Graduating students 
from Heritage High 
School receiving a  

scholarship from Post 
117. We wish you all 
the best in your new 

career. 

Heritage High School Graduates that have signed up to serve our Country. 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Scholarships & Sponsorships   
May 2024 

Pop Warner Palm Bay Rockets 

Dana Jackson, Post 117 Historian presented a $550.00 check to 
Coach Joe for the Palm Bay Rockets. 

Jose Muniz Scholarship has been given out for years 

from Post 117. Jose was a member at the Post and 

was an intricate player within the Bayside High 

School JROTC Program. This picture was sent to  

Jocelyn Lugo who is the daughter of Jose Muniz. 

 

Cadet of the Year—Cadet Gabriel Rosado 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Willie Anderegg Memorial Run 
May 19, 2024 

Amy Ellis  Gordon, 
the LOVE of 
Willie’s life! 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Willie Anderegg Celebration of Life 
May 19, 2024 

Amy Ellis Gordon & Family & 
Friends of Willie Anderegg 

Members and family honoring Willie #CANCERSUCKS 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Flag’s on Veterans Graves 
Fountainhead Memorial Park 

May 25, 2024 

70+ in attendance today to honor our 
Veterans on Memorial Day weekend. 

Scouts BSA Troop 117 

Obed Martinez & Sebastian 
Martinez, Cub Scouts 525 

Channing Smith,  
Palm Bay Rockets 

Fountainhead  
Memorial Park 

Scouts BSA Troop 732 & 314 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Honor Guard 
Celebration of Life at Post 394 

May 25, 2024 

Honor Guard rendering Full Honors at a Celebration of Life for  Mike Decker at                          
American Legion Post 394. 

Donna Walkowiak, Leo Belanger, Chris Livingston (Commander), Bruce Walkowiak, Ed Milner, Andy 
Campbell, (Front) Rowena Milner and Dawn Hanner 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Scouts BSA Troop 732  
Memorial Weekend Sunday BBQ 

May 26, 2024 

 

Troop 732 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

S.A.L Meat Raffle 
May 26, 2024 

Andy Campbell, Squadron 117 Commander & 
Kim Campbell 

Raised $2800 for Veterans Fishing Trip 

Andy Campbell, Kim Campbell 
& Beth Singler 

Commander  Mark Mavis,         
AMVETS Post 34 
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BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

S.A.L Meat Raffle 
May 26, 2024 

Andy Campbell, Karen Campbell & 
Kim Campbell 

Andy Campbell, Kevin McGarry 
& Kim Campbell 

Andy Campbell, Rachael Nash 
& Kim Campbell 

9 Units collected 
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The Honoring of 
Charles F. Thomas IV 

Fountainhead Memorial Park 
May 27, 2024 

Commander Struven, Honor 
Guard, Post Officers, Legion 
Riders & members of Post 

117 paying respects to 
Charles F. Thomas IV 
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Veteran Assisted Living Escort/Visit 
May 27, 2024 

Honor Guard 

Riders escorted 
the Honor Guard 
to Assisted     
Living Facilities 
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Memorial Day Ceremony 
Statue Unveiling 

May 27, 2024 

Rob Medina, Mayor  of 
Palm Bay 

Scouts BSA Troop 732—
Raising the American Flag. 

Chaplain Donna Walkowiak giving  
ceremony prayer 

Commander Terry Struven giving 
opening remarks 

“Lest We Forget” 

Charles F. Thomas IV 
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Memorial Day Ceremony 
Statue Unveiling 

May 27, 2024 

 

Commander Terry Struven and 
John Carlson.  William “Pineapple” Whitney & 

Lorraine Carlson 

John, Lorraine & 
Pineapple          

dedicated the    
statue to              

Tim Morris and all 
other Post       

members that have 
gone on before us. 

“Lest We Forget” 
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Post Calendar 
June 2024 
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S.A.L Veteran Fishing Trip 
Blue Heron Fishing, Riviera, Florida 

June 2, 2024 

Boat Staff & Ed Milner 

Boat Staff & Andy Campbell 

Kim Campbell & Boat Staff 

Boat Staff & Robert Smith 

Boat Staff & Lauren Livingston 

Miss Blue Heron 

Bobby Dye>>> 
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The American Legion,  
Department of Florida 

105th Statewide Convention 
Lake Buena Vista Orlando, Florida 

June 13—16, 2024 
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Therefore, Post Officers may not be elected before March 16, 2024, nor later than June 4, 2024. 
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Appendix 
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Charter Membership Roll 
American Legion Post 117 
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Past Post Commanders 

1988—1989 Jim Glass 

1989—1990 William Palmer 

1990—1991 Kenneth L. Dunn 

1991—1992 Richard Burke 

1992—1994 Wilma Rashley 

1994—1995 J. McAllister 

1995—1997 George Kallas 

1997— 1998 Calvin Sanchez 

1998—1999 Joshua Duncan Jr. 

1999—2000 Harry Winnie 

2000—2001 Joshua Duncan/Calvin Sanchez 

2001—2002 Arthur McGill 

2002—2003 Gerald J. Boutte 

2003—2005 Conley Evans 

2005 — 2006 Harry E. Winnie 

2006—2008 George C. Maldona 

2008—2011 Ronald Miskow 

2011—2014 Duane Podhola 

2014—2017 James Fournier 

2017—2019 Eugene Baker 

2019—2021 Bruce Thurber 

2021—2023 William Davidson 
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District 12 
Events/Meeting Dates 

 
6/24/2023                               District EC                                            Post 394 
8/5/2023                                 District Training                                  Post 189 
9/9/2023                                 District Meeting                                 Post 81 
9/23/2023                               SGT-At-Arms Trng                              Post 22 
9/26/2023                               Special Installation                            Post 332 KSC 
10/14/2023                             District Picnic for                               Post 189 
                                                  Boys & Girls State 
10/17/2023                            Special Installation                             Post 366 BFB 
Nov 17-19, 2023                    Fall Conference                                   Caribe Royale 
                                                                                                                Orlando 
12/2/2023                              District Meeting                                  Post 318 PSL 
1/20/24                                   1st Vice Dept HillBilly Hoedown       Post 117  
2/17/2024                              District Meeting                                  Post 359 PSL 
3/23/2024                              District Picnic                                       Post 81  
4/13/2024                              District Meeting &                              Post 117 
                                                 Candidates Call 
5/11/2024                              District DCC                                          Post 163                           
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Collaboration with 
Hospice of Health First 

Veteran Honor Ceremony 
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Collaboration with 
Hospice of Health First 

Veteran Honor Ceremony 

Susan Miller, Volunteer 

Quote by Dana Jackson, Post Historian 
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Collaboration with 
Hospice of Health First 

Veteran Honor Ceremony 
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Hospice of Health First 
Veteran Honor Ceremony 

Dana Jackson & Robert Stonesifer, 
WWII Vet Army Air Corp 

Harry Pitt & Robert Stonesifer, 
WWII Vet Army Air Corp 

Robert Scott, Marine, Dana Jackson 
& Tom, nephew-Marine 22 yrs. 

Robert Scott & Dana Jackson 

WWII Vet Robert Stonesifer and his 
family 
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Hospice of Health First 
Forever A Hero Ceremony 

Retired Army vet Colonel Donald Paul, of Palm Bay, is celebrated as he turns 105 
Members of the Charles F. Thomas IV American Legion Post 117 were on hand 
for the celebration.  

Dana Jackson presented Paul with a commemorative pin. With his permission 
Jackson fastened it to Paul’s blue cardigan. 

Harry Pitt gave the decorated vet a folded American flag, which he clutched to 
his chest while saying “thank you” after the men saluted each other. 

Harry Pitt presented American Flag to COL Paul. 

Dana Jackson presenting COL Paul 
with commemorative pin 

https://www.floridalegion.org/post117c/
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Auxiliary—The Support Our Troops®  Troopons® 
May 2024 

Auxiliary President: Kim Oaks 

Chairman: Millicent Donovan 

Unit 117, District 12 

Report dates: April 1, 2023—March 31, 2024 

Coupon Volume Hours: 485 

Postage $110.00 

Value: $162,456.00 

Volunteers: 12 

All coupons are sent to: Troopons Support Our  

Troops,  PO Box 70, Daytona, FL 32115 
Maria Russo & Millicent Jochum 
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Entertainment 
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Food 
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Rider’s Corn Hole 

Lisa Meeks and Randy Carr 

Bruce “Buzz” Cherwinski & Tommy Griffin 
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Post Everlasting 
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 Contribution 
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 A Special Thank You! 

     As I delved deeper into the world of Charles F. Thomas IV, a fascinating 

story began to unfold. After contacting LTC Struzik, the Professor of Military 

Science at Kentucky Western University, he provided a window into CPT 

Thomas's life through shared photos and anecdotes. Through him, I was    

fortunate to cross paths with COL (Ret.) Greg Lowe, CPT Thomas's best friend, 

who graciously opened the doors to more historical records and photgraphs, 

each one offering a glimpse into CPT Thomas’ military career. 

     Thank you for sharing Charles “Charlie” F. Thomas IV with us LTC Struzik, 

COL (Ret.) Greg Lowe, and Charlie’s sisters, Peggy Toussant, Patti Lynch,    

Nancy Williams, and Maryann Quimby. These documents and photos not   

only shed light on the namesake of our post, but will allow all of our       

members to see who their post is named after and to learn more about him. 

     It was through the pages of an old American Legion Post 117 yearbook and 

the words “Honor Room” where this incredible journey began thus the 

amount of documents and photographs of Charles F. Thomas IV. 

Thank you!  

Patti Lynch, Peggy Tous-
sant, Greg Lowe, Nancy 
Williams, & Maryann 
Quimby. 
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Index 
A 

Afonso, Jill 215 
Alexander, Evan CDT 36 
Alpine Tree Service 132 
Ambort, Mike 153 
American Expeditionary Force 2 
American Legion 105th Birthday 141 
American Legion Birthday Celebration/D12 Unity Ride South 142 
American Legion, Department of Florida, Commander Michael        
   Raymond Visit 116 
American Legion National Legacy Run 2023 74 
American Legion Post 40 120, 142, 166 
American Legion Post 43 159, 165 
American Legion Post 55 159 
American Legion Post 81 146 
American Legion Post 117 17, 18, 40-41, 44, 99, 177 
American Legion Post 189 140 
American Legion Post 318 142 
American Legion Post 358 142 
American Legion Post 394 40, 120, 121, 170, 188 
American Legion Post 396 74 
American Legion Riders, 8th Annual Summit 122 
American Legion Riders Chapter 8 120, 164 
American Legion Riders Chapter 10 120, 159 
American Legion Riders Chapter 22 120 
American Legion Riders Chapter 35 120 
American Legion Riders Chapter 39 120,142 
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Index 
A 

American Legion Riders Chapter 72 120 
American Legion Riders Chapter 81 120 
American Legion Riders Chapter 117 100, 120 
American Legion Riders Chapter 129 120 
American Legion Riders Chapter 137 164 
American Legion Riders Chapter 163 120 
American Legion Riders Chapter 189 82, 120 
American Legion Riders Chapter 200 120 
American Legion Riders Chapter 242 120 
American Legion Riders Chapter 258 120 
American Legion Riders Chapter 259 120 
American Legion Riders Chapter 271 120 
American Legion Riders Chapter 283 120 
American Legion Riders Chapter 323 120 
American Legion Riders Chapter 325 120 
American Legion Riders Chapter 347 120 
American Legion Riders Chapter 359 120 
American Legion Riders Chapter 372 120 
American Legion Riders Chapter 394 120 
American Legion Riders Chapter 412 120 
Ampezzan, Bobby  45 
Anderegg, Willie  79, 100, 185-186, 215 
Anderson-Judah, Terry 117, 153 
Angelico, Teresa 86 
April 2024 Post Improvements 158 
Arcierl, Kenneth 215 
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Index 
A 

Arlington, Florida 120 
Augello, Mario 113 
Auxiliary Kentucky Derby 174 
Auxiliary Poppy Proclamation 172 
Auxiliary Steakshoot: Charlotte Bass 156 
Auxiliary-The Support Our Troops Troopons 211 
Auxiliary Unit 117 Juniors 97, 154, 178 
Auxiliary Vet Girls Rock 135 
 

B 
Baker, Eugene 204 
Baker, Thomas 215 
Barbarino, Mike 105 
Bartender Christmas Party 105 
Bass, Charlotte 156 
Becker, Dexter 134 
Belanger, Leo 59, 91, 92, 95, 96, 101, 119, 132, 148, 173, 188 
Bell, Nicholas 134 
Bennitt Jr., Harold 215 
Bermudez, Ed 113 
Bert, Doug 159 
Best, Walter 215 
Bibey, Madison 140 
Big Lobster 165 
Bike & Car Meetup 167 
Body, Chuck 132, 155, 173 
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Index 
B 

Boland, Dennis 117, 155 
Boland, Diane 155 
Bolduc, David 132 
Bolduc, Patti 174, 179 
Bomalaski, Michelle 147 
Boutte, Gerald 204 
Brandt, Anna 140 
Brandt, Jerry 94, 155 
Brevard County 19, 128 
Brody, Kenneth  81, 96, 142 
Brown, Stan 94 
Burke, Richard 204 
Burtzloff, Karl 121 
Busemi, Vincent 215 
Butts, Eunice 62 
Byers, Tina 110 

 
C 

Campbell, Andy 119, 128, 142, 145, 178, 188-191, 197 
Campbell, Karen 105, 191 
Campbell, Kim 169, 190-191, 197 
Campbell, Taneisha PB Officer 15 
Camp Boggy Creek 81 
Cape Canaveral, Florida 148 
Cape Canaveral National Cemetery 148 
Carbin, Tina 105 
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Index 
C 

Carlson, John 195 
Carlson, Lorraine 195 
Carr, Randy 214 
Carrier-Ryan, Lorraine 172 
Cercy, Hunter 166 
CFEC Toy Drive 100 
Charter Membership Roll 203 
Cherwinski, Bruce 214 
Children & Youth Picnic/Poker Run 152 
Children & Youth Five Department Commanders 155 
Christmas Dinner 108 
Christmas Parade 99 
City of Palm Bay 37-39, 45 
Clark, Joe 184 
Clearwater, Florida 168 
Clermont, Florida 159 
Cline, Shiela 88, 104, 110, 142, 152 
Cocoa, Florida 120 
Coming Together Across the State of Florida 120 
Commander Terry & Rob Struven Holiday Steakshoot 102 
Concord, North Carolina 74 
Corbin, Ed 86 
Cotto, Victor 122 
Cox, Jeff 59, 133, 153, 168 
Crenshaw, Dawn  215 
Cub Scouts 525 187 
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Index 
D 

Dare, Chuck “Tramp” 74 
Davidson, William “Bill” 45, 57, 168 
De Angelo, George 127 
Debary, Florida 120 
Debusk, Brett 182 
Deitsh, Hector 122 
Denemark, Malcolm 45 
Department of Florida, Children & Youth Picnic/Poker Run 152-153 
Department Vice Commander’s Hillbilly Hoedown 117 
District 6 Unity Ride 159 
District 12 Family Picnic 82 
District 12 Spring Picnic 146 
Donovan, Jimmy 57, 59, 104, 110, 173 
Donovan, Millicent 169, 174 
Dunahee, Emma 140 
Duncan Jr., Joshua 204 
Dunn, Kenneth 204 
Dye, Bobby 57, 127, 153, 168, 173, 197 

 
E 

Early Bird Dinner 86 
Easter Brunch 150 
Eau Galle, Florida 120 
Evans, Conley 204 
Ellenton, Florida 120 
Eustis, Florida 81 
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Index 
F 

February 2024 Improvements: Fence, trees, Concrete Pad & Parking 
132 
Fire Department Staff 76 
Fischer-Cox, Shannon 105, 153 
Fischer, Samuel TSgt 103 
Fisher, Lance 113 
Flags on Veteran Graves 
Florida’s 3rd Seven Bridges POW/MIA Remembrance Day Ride 77 
Florida Today 45 
Follett, Stephen 166 
Ford-Torres, Karigan 140 
Fort Pierce, Florida 166 
Four Pillars 16 
Fountainhead Memorial Park 19, 187 
Fournier, Jim 57, 131, 153, 173 
Fox, Dave 132 
Fred the Tree 166 
Frye-Taylor, Candice 111 
Fritz, Bud 95 

G 
Garbera, Cindy 87 
Garden City, Michigan 74 
Garry, Agnieszka “Agnes” 92, 127, 142, 153 
Garry, Bob 92, 127, 142, 145, 150, 173 
Glass, Jim 204 
Gordon, Amy Ellis 79, 100 
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Index 
G 

Grant, Florida 139 
Greenacres, Florida 120 
Griffin, Tommy 214 
Guljord, Leah 81, 131 

H 
Haiber, Mason 134 
Haines City, Florida 159 
Haines City Police Department 159 
Hall, Georgianna 140 
Halloween Party 88 
Hamilton-Canabal, Gabriel 36 
Hamrick, Chris 57, 59, 62, 117, 146, 168 
Hamrick, Penny 215 
Hanner, Dawn 91, 92, 110, 119, 148, 188 
Hartwell, Rawleigh 215 
Herediaperez, Lena 117 
Hoel, Larry 132 
Holiday Inn Resort 122 
Holifield, Randy 62 
Homestead, Florida 166 
Honor Guard 179, 192-193 
Honor Guard Supporting Celebration of Life at Post 394 188 
Hospice of Health First Veteran Honor Ceremony 209-210 
Hospice of Health First Volunteer Recognition Brunch 157 
Hubbard, Tina 45 
Humann, Karen 76, 153 
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Index 
H 

Hunckler, Ralph C. 215 
Hutchinson, Anita Truman 159 
 

I 
In-State Unity Ride #Easternroute 165, 166 
In-State Unity Ride #Easternroute Yo-Yo Lunch 163-164 
In-State Unity Ride Rally 166, 168 
Irby, Diane 81 
Islamorada, Florida 165 

 
J 

Jackson, Brent 74, 78, 81, 139, 159, 165, 166 
Jackson, Dana 1, 57, 59, 68, 74, 77, 78, 81, 94, 95, 103, 122, 131, 139, 
140, 142, 146, 154, 157-159, 165, 166, 172-173, 209, 207, 210 
Jackson, Serenity 154 
Jacksonville Beach, Florida 120 
Jacksonville, Florida 77 
James, Joleen Officer 152 
James, Pamela 174 
James, Robert 94 
Jere McAleney’s Celebration of Life 90 
Jochum, Millicent “Millie” 211 
Johnson, Rick 152, 155 
Jones, Cheryl 76, 96, 109 
Jones, Preston 215 
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Index 
K 

Kallas, George 204 
Kamna, Scott 134 
Kennedy, Shelby 76, 158, 168 
Key West, Florida 165 
Kid City USA Melbourne 163, 164 
Kids Christmas Party 104 
Kimber, Elizabeth 215 
Kinlan, Char 146 
Kissimmee, Florida 159 
Knoblach-Harkness, Linda 81, 152, 154 
Kokomo, Indiana 74 
Koonce, Connie 45, 163, 164 
Koonce, Zane 163 
Krasky, Carol 111 
Krasky, Ed 111 

L 
Labrecque-Ortiz, Karen 77, 81, 162 
LaCoursiere, James 94 
Lake Buena Vista Orlando, Florida 192 
Lady Lake, Florida 120 
Lake Nona, Florida 120 
LaMar, Gary 76, 109 
Langley, Johnny 153 
Larson, Don 117 
Law Enforcement/First Responder Appreciation Day 182 
Lawton, Ron 108 
Legion Riders 192-193 
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Index 
L 

Legion Post Officer Election Day 173 
Lehigh Acres, Florida 120 
Lewis, Ed 62, 94 
Linton, Norman 215 
Linton, Teresa 87, 110, 174 
Little, Joe 96, 108 
Little, Ryan 108 
Livingston, Chris 57, 119, 133, 142, 148, 152, 158, 162, 188 
Livingston, Lauren 45, 197 
Lloyd, Eric 62 
Locke, Jim 110 
Loftis, Larry 22 
Lontakos, Nana 152 
Lowe, Greg COL (Ret) (Best Friend of Charles F. Thomas IV) 21-32, 36-
45, 218 
Luckey, Patricia 96, 110, 110 
Lugo, Jocelyn 86, 87, 105 
Luke, Virna 45 
Lynch, Patti (Sister of Charles F. Thomas IV) 36, 218 

 
M 

Mabbitt, Kathy 159 
Maldona, George 204 
Mallon, Dennis 82, 153, 166 
Marcheggiani, Joseph 82, 153 
Marcheggiani, Lin 82 
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Index 
M 

Marchi, Alexis SrA 103 
Martin, Dan 146 
Martinez, Obed 187 
Martinez, Sebastian 187 
Martins, Les 62 
Mavis, Mark 190 
McAleney, Jere 90, 215 
McAllister, Conrad 134 
McAllister, J. 204 
McCann, Philip 215 
McGarry, Kevin 45, 57, 59, 134, 145, 173, 191 
McGill, Arthur 204 
McLendon, Eliana 140 
Medina, Rob 76, 172, 178, 194 
Meeks, Lisa 109, 174, 214 
Melbourne, Florida 95, 100, 120, 146, 157, 164, 176 
Memorial Day Ceremony/Statue Unveiling 194-195 
Memorial Tree—Timothy Scott 162 
Miller, Brad 139 
Miller, Susan 207 
Milner, Ed 91, 92, 119, 148, 188, 197 
Milner, Rowena 92, 119, 188 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 3  
Miskow, Brenda 45, 87, 110, 111 
Miskow, Ronald 204 
Monnett-Corneail, Keiran 174 
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Index 
M 

Montalvo, Christina 99 
Montalvo, Mike 99 
Month of the Military Child Table Setting 154 
Moore, Jessica 62, 117, 135 
Morrell, George 215 
Morris, Timothy Scott 74, 77, 94, 118-120, 122, 215 
Mount Dora, Florida 120 
Mrs. Crabb 139 
Mulberry, Florida 120 
 

N 
Nash, Kyle 76, 153 
Nash, Rachael 76, 153, 172, 191 
National Executive Committee 2 
National Navy UDT-Seal Museum 166 
Nestler, Eric 62 
Nevins, Riley 140 
New Year’s Eve Celebration 2024 110, 111 
Nixon, Debbie 173 
Nixon, Ken 111  
Nolan, Jesse 139 
Nolan, Mike 139 

O 
Oaks, Kim 76, 119, 139, 152, 154, 156, 162, 163, 172, 174 
Officer Rivera 159 
Officer Rodriguez 159  
 



 233 

BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Index 
O 

Orlando, Florida 62, 94, 122 
 

P 
Pacowski, Russ 153 
Padhola, Duane 204 
Palm Bay Fire Chief 76 
Palm Bay Fire Rescue 76, 104 
Palm Bay, Florida 1, 19, 40, 41, 76, 91, 92, 99, 101, 121 
Palm Bay Police Department 40, 163 
Palm Bay Police Department Annual VCOP Banquet 113 
Palm Bay Rockets 184 
Palmer, William 204 
Patrick Space Force Base, Florida 103 
Patrick Space Force Base: Operation Precious Gift 103 
Patriot Day 76 
Paul, Donald 210 
Perkins, Mary Kelly 152 
Perry, Doug 57 
Perry, Jeannie 45, 57, 59, 95, 157 
Pershing Rifles, Company B, 3rd Regiment 30 
Pettinicchio, John 84, 119 
Pitt, Harry 157, 209-210 
Pops, Marco 139, 150 
Port St John, Florida 120 
Preamble to the Constitution of the American Legion 54 
Previous Post Commanders 204 
Prine, Keith “Keiffer” 117  
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Index 
P 

Pucel, Gerald 132 
 

Q 
Quimby, Mary Ann (Sister of Charles F. Thomas IV) 218 
 

R 
Ramos, Jim 62, 94, 155 
Rashley, Wilma 204 
Raymond, Gary 121 
Raymond, Michael “Gambler” 74, 116, 117, 155 
Renovations: New Fence/Trees Trimmed 132-133 
Richard Phillips Down Biker Fund 7th Birthday Bash 147 
Richert, Nancy 142, 153 
Ritchey, Bobby 94 
Riverside Park 129 
Riviera, Florida 197 
Roberts, Barry 62 
Rodgers, Donald 215 
Room of Honor 33-35 
Rosa, Ryan TSgt 103 
Rosado, Gabriel 184 
Rouleau, Robert 110 
Rubino, John 122, 142, 146 
Rund, Dean 215 
Russo, Maria 211  
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Index 
S 

S.A.L Meat Raffle 190-191 
S.A.L New Year Campout 109  
S.A.L Special Olympics Benefit Run & Fundraiser 127-128 
S.A.L Veterans Fishing Trip 197 
Sanborn, Shirley 111 
Sanchez, Calvin 204 
Satellite Beach, Florida 120 
Saylor, Thomas 215 
Scholarships & Sponsorship 183-184 
Scott, Robert 209 
Scouts BSA Troop 117 187 
Scouts BSA Troop 117: Reburbished Charles F. Thomas IV Plaque 140 
Scouts BSA Troop 732 187, 194 
Scouts BSA Troop 732 Memorial Weekend BBQ 
Scouts BSA Troop 732 Eagle Project 134 
Sebastian, Florida 82, 129 
Senior Resource Center of Brevard: Thank You, Veterans! 95 
Sherman, Andrea 156 
Sherman, Mike 156 
Shortt, Tim 45, 177 
Shumaker, Robert 215 
Singler, Beth 190 
Sink, Allysia 88 
Sirenko, Alisa 140 
Smith, Channing 187 
Smith, Robert 168, 197  
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Index 
S 

Smitley, David 81  
Snyder, Ken 92 
Spellman, Eric 127, 149, 174 
Spellman, Maryann 45, 97, 104, 152, 154, 174, 178 
Squadron 117 Young SAL Members 154, 178 
Stachelrodt, Lois 45 
Stalls, Wayne “Doc Holiday” 82, 167 
Stanley, Aubrey 150 
Stebbins, Jarrod SSgt 103 
Stevens, Rodney 215 
St. Louis Caucus 2 
Stonesifer, Robert 209 
Strausser, Leon 157 
Struven, Rob 102 
Struven, Terry 44, 46, 57, 59, 87, 90, 96, 102, 108, 111, 116, 131, 141, 
157, 163, 173, 174, 178, 192, 194-195 
Struzik, Anthony LTC 36, 45 
Suelter, Jesse 45, 57, 59, 85, 86, 105, 121, 127, 132, 139 
Suelter, Rhonda 105, 121 
Suicide Awareness 5k Health Walk: Be The One 121 
Suppe, Lisa 92 
Suppe, Marc 92 
Sutherland, Toni 62 
 

T 
Taegdr, Patty 164 
Tequesta, Florida 120  



 237 

BE THE ONE

BE THE ONE

Index 
T 

Thanksgiving Dinner 96  
The 1st Annual Tom Wood Memorial Run 84, 85 
The 3rd Annual Post 117/Post 394 Social 170 
The 29th Annual Bruce Rossmeyer Ride for Children 81 
The 57th Annual Grant Seafood Festival-Project Vet Relief/Membership  
     139 
The 117 Family Future Leaders Fall Festival 97 
The 117 Family Future Leaders Spring Fling 149 
The 2023 Department Fall Conference 94 
The 2023 Greater Palm Bay Chamber Award Ceremony 101 
The American Legion, Department of Florida, 104th Statewide  
     Convention 62 
The American Legion, Department of Florida, 105th Statewide  
     Convention 198-201 
The Florida Keys & Key West 45 
The Four Chaplains Monument Visit 129 
The Four Chaplains Day Ceremony 130-131 
The Honor of Charles F. Thomas IV at Fountainhead Memorial            
     Cemetery 192 
The Military Child’s Table Setting Ceremony 154 
Thomas IV, Charles F. CPT 1, 18-36, 41, 140, 192, 194, 218 
Thomas, Doris 21 
Thomas, Rico 62 
Thurber, Bruce 62, 82, 116, 117, 121, 145, 146, 173 
Timothy Scott Morris Memorial run/Celebration of Life 118-120 
Tomkinson, Lailah 140  
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Index 
T 

Toussant, Peggy (Sister of Charles F. Thomas IV) 218 
Travis, Kimmie 140 
Hutchinson, Anita Truman 159 
 

U 
 

V 
Varounis, Harry 215 
Velasquez, Victor 45, 157 
Vero Beach, Florida 120 
Veteran Assisted Living Escort/Visit 193 
Veterans Day Parade & Picnic Celebration 91, 92 
Veterans War Commemoration 50th Anniversary 148 
VFW 8191 120 
Vietnam 19, 22 
Vietnam Traveling Memorial Wall Escort 175 
Vietnam Traveling Memorial Wall Wreath Ceremony 176-178 
Vilgats, Steve 146 
Vincent, Dottie 87 
Volunteer Appreciation Day 169 
 

W 
Walkowiak, Bruce 84, 92, 131, 148, 188 
Walkowiak, Donna 57, 90, 92, 131, 148, 157, 173, 188, 194 
Walton, Mark 215 
Weinert, Patty 127  
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Index 
W 

Western Kentucky University 19, 33-36 
Weyant, Glenn 77, 81, 162 
Whaley, Andrew 134 
Whaley, Patrick 134 
Whaley, William 134 
Whitney, William “Pineapple” 76, 142, 153, 195 
Wickham Park 176 
Wiersma, Vince 92, 110 
Williams, Nancy (Sister of Charles F. Thomas IV) 218 
Willie Anderegg’s Benefit Run 185 
Willie Anderegg’s Celebration of Life 186 
Wilson, Shiela 157 
Wineland, Jim 94, 122 
Winnie, Harry 204 
Winter Haven, Florida 117, 164 
Witches Party 87 
Wolf, Nory 159 
Wood, Stanley 59, 76 
Woodrum, Sonny 88 
Woodrum, Woodie 88 
Wright, Ray 57, 59, 86, 90, 173 
 

X 
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Index 
Y 

Yancey, Brian 179 
Z 

Zander, Tim 113 
Zell, Tammy 156 
Zimpfer, Kayden 134 


