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Introduction 

The Beginning of the American Legion Riders 

 In the fall of 1993 Chuck (Tramp) Dare shared a dream with then Post Commander (Polka) Bill 

Kaledas at the American Legion Post 396 in Garden City, Michigan. The idea came about to 

start a motorcycle association that would operate within the American Legion. The idea was 

to provide an atmosphere whereas Post, Auxiliary and S.A.L.. members, who shared an        

enthusiasm for motorcycles, could come together. It was meant to be a family oriented group. 

Not knowing how to start this group up, and stay within the scope of the American Legion, a 

letter was written to then Department Adjutant Hubert Hess. In his November 19th, 1993   

reply he stated that it “Sounds like a great idea”. In this letter, and follow-up phone              

conversations, he gave us instructions on how to manage this program at our Post. He also 

provided us information on how to get approval for the use of the American Legion Emblem. 

We then sought to get this program recognized through our Post Membership. The idea was 

brought up at our Post meeting to have our Post sponsor the group to be known as the 

“American Legion Riders”. It was passed by our members and thus became the birth of the 

first American Legion Riders group. 

We started with just a small group. Within a few months we grew to nineteen members. We 

worked on developing a set of by-laws to help us to provide structure to our group. We        

designed an emblem for the American Legion Riders. This emblem, contained within its       

design, the emblem of the American Legion. Working closely with our Department Adjutant 

we were able to gain approval, by the national headquarters of the American Legion, to have 

our emblem manufactured for our group. This emblem is worn today by Legion Rider groups 

throughout the country and nation. 
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Introduction 

We did such things as putting on a “Bingo” at the VA Hospital, putting on fundraisers for local 

charities, participating in motorcycle “runs” to raise money for charity and participation in 

ceremonies and parades. We did have some Post members who thought, in the beginning, 

that we would be just a bunch of “Bikers”. After seeing the kinds of things we did, we gained a 

lot of respect in both the American Legion community as well as our own community. 

In 1996 we had an article published about the American Legion Riders in the American Legion 

National publication of the “Dispatch”. An article in the American Legion Magazine soon      

followed up this article. In about 1996 “Tramp” moved to Texas, where he did a great job of 

promoting the Legion Rider program there. Today, there are groups of American Legion Riders 

throughout the country. 

Who benefits from forming an American Legion Riders Group?  

We all do!!!! Many of the groups, in existence today, have all had stories where some of their 

Post members were a little reluctant to let a group of “Bikers” in to their Post. After seeing 

what these groups were doing for the American Legion their opinion soon changed. Not only 

did the Post welcome them, but in most cases did what they could to help support their 

efforts, by participating in some of the groups fundraising events. There are also many stories 

where the American Legion Riders group worked in conjunction with the Post to sponsor a 

program. The Post was glad to have their help and the Riders were honored to be asked. We 

were able to break down some barriers. Just because one person wears a leather motorcycle 

jacket and another wears a golf shirt and slacks, we now know that we can work together to 

promote the aims and purposes of the American Legion.. We have done it, and every-

one involved was able to see the benefit.  
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Introduction 

As stated, it is to be able to work with the Local Post to assist in promoting the American     

Legion.  Membership, Membership, Membership!! Literally every Post program of the      

American Legion Riders has brought in members that may not have joined the American      

Legion were it not for the Riders program. The Riders program has been able to spark a new 

interest to join the American Legion. Some of these members, who joined for the Legion Rider 

program, have gone on to serve as Officers within their Post. Conversely, we have also had 

Post members go out and purchase motorcycles just to join the Riders. There was one story 

from a Post that      recently started an American Legion Riders group. It advertised for the 

first meeting of the group. They originally intended for only about six or seven members to 

show up to the first meeting. When the meeting started they had several people wanting to 

join, nine of these people were joining the American Legion that night so that they could     

become members of the Legion Riders. Have you had a program that has brought in that 

many new members in one night lately? Pure enjoyment!! The program was designed to have 

people work together and enjoy themselves. It may be a group of Riders working on a       

fundraiser for a local charity, it may be just a warm summer evening ride together or maybe 

just sitting at the Post sharing stories. It’s all about members working together and playing  

together – it is there for them to enjoy.  

Bill Kaledas  
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Charles F. Thomas IV 
6/13/46—4/8/71 

HQ & SVC BTRY, 3RD BN, 319TH ARTILLERY, 173RD ABN BDE, USARV 
Army of the United States  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charles F. Thomas IV ROTC 
Charles F. Thomas IV in Vietnam 

Portrait by Doris Thomas 
(Mother of CPT Thomas) 
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American Legion Post 117 
189 Veterans Dr SE, Palm Bay, FL 32909 
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RIDERS CREED 

R 

Riders dedicate themselves to the success of the American Legion. I know that, 

through my efforts, I can make a difference. 

 I 

 I alone am responsible for myself and to my fellow riders. I will conduct myself 

with the highest degree of integrity and honor. 

 D 

 Deeds, not words, create change. I will persevere against any and all things that 

prevent my success. My resolve and strength will overcome all obstacles. 

 E 

Each rider is first a member of the American Legion Family. I will actively  

participate in willingly support their endeavors. 

R 

Readily will I join other riders in activities and events which support our missions. I 

will do so gladly knowing I volunteered to be an American Legion Rider. 

S 

Success is the only acceptable conclusion. I will allow nothing to dissuade 

me or impede me from service to my family, community, country and  

especially our Veterans. 
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GONE RIDING 

Don’t cry for me, I still ride free, 
with the wind upon my face, 

leather in black, the sun on my back, 
a priceless gift of God’s grace. 

I’ll never grow old, on these streets of gold, 
chasing a majestic sunset, 

and I still recall, how I love you all, 
sweet memories I won’t forget. 

And when your road ends, we’ll meet again, 
inside the Pearly Gates, 

and we’ll laugh awhile and go ride for miles, 
but for now, Heaven can wait. 

When you do get here, don’t shed one tear, 

and think that I’m in hiding, 

just search Heaven’s shore, where engines roar, 

and you’ll find that I’ve gone riding. 

 

Author: David Ritter 
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Post Everlasting 
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Post Calendar 
June 2024 
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The American Legion, Department of Florida                                          
105th Statewide Convention 

Orlando, Florida 
June 13-16, 2024 

 

Chapter 117 Rider’s Historian  Dana Jackson 
&District 12 Rider’s Chairman/Chapter 189 

John Rubino 

(Front to Back) John Rubino, District 12 Rider’s Chairman-
Chapter 189, Amy Kolacz Rubino—Chapter 189, Kyle Nash, 
and Jeff Cox-Chapter 117, Stephen Follett-Chapter 40,                
Brent Jackson, Chapter 117 
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Capture the Plaque 
June 22, 2024 

Palm Bay, Melbourne, Cocoa Fl 
 

Plaque retrieval from Post 81, Melbourne 

Outgoing Rider’s Ass’t Director 
Kyle Nash and Director Jeff Cox 

Rider’s heading out for lunch and Capture the Plaque! 

13 Bikes,  18 total, RT 1251 miles,  
22.5 hours, Total In-Kind donations 

$2621.70 
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Installation of Officers 
June 23, 2024—June 15, 2025 

 
Incoming Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Robert Smith 

Ass’t Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Stan Wood  

Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sheila Cline  

Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .Bobby Dye 

Chaplain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brian Yancey  

Sergeant-at-Arms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dave Bolduc 

Historian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .Dana Jackson 

Road Captain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Spencer Reinking 

Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Robert Smith 

Merchandise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Robert Smith 

 

 

 

Dan Martin, D12 Commander, District 12 
Rider’s Chairman John Rubino and Chapter 

117 Rider’s Director Robert Smith 

D12 Rider’s Chairman swearing in Riders. Far Left Rider’s Director 
Robert Smith. Bobby Dye, Finance Officer, Sheila Cline, Secretary, 

Dave Bolduc, SGT-At-Arms, Brian Yancey, Chaplain. 
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Post Calendar 
July 2024 

 22 

Newsletter (July/August 2024) 
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Operation Naughty or Nice 
Christmas in July 

July 20, 2024 
Orlando Florida 

 

 

Karen Labrecque-Ortiz (Post 117) and Glenn Weyant 
(Post 200) 

Antonio Santos 

Brent & Dana Jackson 

David Smitley 

3 bikes, 5 total, RT 1030 miles, 52.5 hours =  
Total In-Kind Donations $1489.28 
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Dana Jackson, David Smitley, Karen Labrecque-Ortiz, Antonio  
Santos, Brent Jackson 

Brent Jackson, FDVA Rep, Glenn Weyant, and 
Dana Jackson visit with FDVA Representative 

while visiting Post 242 

Dana Jackson, Karen Labrecque-Ortiz, Antonio Santos, 
Brent Jackson and David Smitley capturing the plaque 

at Post 163. 

Antonio Santos, David Smitley, Glenn Weyant (Post 200), 
Karen Labrecque-Ortiz, Dana Jackson, and Brent Jackson 

capturing the plaque at Post 22. 

Capture the Plaque 
July 20, 2024 

Orlando Florida 
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Post Calendar 
August 2024 

 

 26 

The 19th American Legion Legacy Run 
August 21—25, 2024 

Independence, Missouri to New Orleans, Louisiana 
 

 

Brent and Dana Jackson at the 
Legacy Run Finish Line in           

New Orleans. 

Department Commander Chris 
Hamrick welcoming the riders back 

from  the Legacy Run. 

 

1 Bike, 2 Total, 7044 miles, 1082 
hours, In-Kind donations 

$26,863.62. 

Police Officers that escorted the Legacy Run with Dana & Brent Jackson. 
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The 19th American Legion Legacy Run 
August 21—25, 2024 

Independence, Missouri to New Orleans, Louisiana 
 

 

Dana Jackson, Rider’s Historian 
finding our post namesake 
Charles F. Thomas IV on the 
wall. 

Hitchhikers Freedom Bear , Buc-ee & 
Dana Jackson 

“L” Flight 
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Post Calendar 
September 2024 

 



 29 

Newsletter (Sep/Oct 2024) 

 30 

SSgt Tristan Wright Escort 
To Buggs Funeral Home 

September 7, 2024 
Palm Bay, Florida 

 

Palm Bay Police Department, 2nd from left Chris Livingston 
(Melbourne Police and Post 117 member and                 

Mayor Rob Medina (Center) 

Chapter 117 members departing for escort 
from Post 117 

SSgt Wright’s family headed into           
funeral home.   

Escort for SSgt Wright. 
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The 9/11 Patriot’s Day 
Rider’s Food Escort to PD/FD/Hospital 

September 11, 2024 
Palm Bay, Florida 

 

Far left David Smitley, Palm Bay Hospital Staff, Dave Hall and Jeff Cox 
delivering food to hospital staff. 

FF/EMT Brice Normoyle, Assistant Chief Bob Furci, Rider William (Pineapple) Whitney, Battalion Chief Nick 
Lamb, Dave Hall, Rider’s Director Robert (Smitty) Smith delivering food to the Fire Department. 

8 Bikes, 10 Total, 665 
miles, 40 hours,        

In-Kind donations 
$1102.35. 

 32 

Florida’s 4th Annual Seven Bridges POW/MIA Remembrance Day Ride 
September 21, 2024 
Jacksonville, Florida 

 

Glenn Weyant (Chapter 200), Karen Labrecque-Ortiz, 
Brent Jackson and Dana Jackson (front) participating in 
the POW/MIA Remembrance Ride. They are holding up 

pictures of Tim Morris who loved to take this ride. 

2 Bikes, 1 Car, Total 5, 2500 miles, 240 
hours, In-kind donations$6211.80 
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Palm Bay Police Foundation & Palm Bay Swat Team 
Fundraiser 

September 28, 2024 
Palm Bay, Florida 

 

7 Bikes, 8 Total, 720 miles, 28 
hours, In-Kind Donations 

$840.36 

Kim Oaks, Auxiliary President, 
winning a raffle basket. 

Robert Smith, Rider’s Director, 
winning flag made by Jesse 

Suelter 
Debbie Stabler wins a raffle. 
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Post Calendar 
October 2024 



 35 

The 30th Annual Bruce Rossmeyer 
Ride for Children Benefiting Camp Boggy Creek 

October 6, 2024 
Eustis, Florida 

 

 

 

1 Passenger 213 miles 8 hours 

Glenn Weyant , Chapter 200 & Karen 
Labrecque-Ortiz, Chapter 117 

Glenn Weyant, Chapter 200 & 
Karen Labrecque-Ortiz, Chapter 

117 

 36 

Community & Family Block Party/Scavenger Hunt 
Benefiting Lin Marcheggiani 

October 6, 2024 
Kissimmee, Florida 

 
 

 

 

Brent & Dana Jackson for the        
Cornhole WIN! 

Lin & Joe Marcheggiani 

(Back) Brent Jackson, Dana Jackson, Glenn Weyant 
(Chapter 200), Karen Labrecque-Ortiz, Antonio 

Santos, (Front) Brian Yancey 

Brian Yancey, Dana Jackson, Antonio Santos, Karen 
Labrecque-Ortiz, Glenn Weyant, & Brent Jackson 
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The 2nd Annual Tom Wood 
Memorial Run for Special Olympics 

October 12, 2024 
Palm Bay, Florida 

 

 

 

24 Bikes, Total 35, 2618 miles, 136 hours, In-Kind 
Donation $3844.38 

10 people donated; 10 Units of Blood  
Each unit is separated into 3 components (red 

cells, platelets, and plasma which goes to 3 
different patients. Once the 10 units are sepa-

rated, it goes to 30 patients. 

Rocky Cirigliano, SAL Department Commander, 
Dan Wood, Greg Singler, Tony Gannon and SAL 
1st Vice Bruce Walkowiak cooking in support of 

Special Olympics 

 38 

Tutus for Tatas Breast Cancer Awareness 
October 27, 2024 
Clermont, Florida 

 

 

 

2 Bikes, 1 Car, 4 Total, 1464 
miles, 52 hours, In-Kind    

Donation, $1594.92 

Karen Labrecque-Ortiz and Dana Jackson 
David Smitley 

David Smitley, Dana Jackson, Glenn Weyant 
(Chapter 200) and Karen Labrecque-Ortiz 

Dana Jackson 

Glenn Weyant, Karen Labrecque-Ortiz, David 
Smitley and Dana Jackson 

 

Glenn Weyant and 
Karen Labrecque-

Ortiz  
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Post Calendar 
November 2024 

 40 

Newsletter (Nov/Dec 2024) 

 



 41 

Jersey John’s Last Ride Benefit 
November 9, 2024 
Palm Bay, Florida 

John Minutillo & Monica Deleon 

Delia Minutillo and John Minutillo 

 42 

Post Calendar 
December 2024 



 43 

Tim Morris’s Toys for Patrick Space Force Kids 
Wrapping Christmas Presents 

December 15, 2024 
Palm Bay, Florida 

 

 

 

     Walmart (Malabar Rd) staff checking us out. 

Sheila Benard (Auxiliary), Barbara Ward (Auxiliary) and 
Dana Jackson wrapped over 100 toys for the kids. 

(Back to Front) TSgt Robert Ridgway, MSgt Elizabeth Powers,  
Dana Jackson, Chapter 117 Rider, SrA Niang Zo, and Lt Bryan 

Kuilian Rodriguez 

 44 

Post Calendar  
January 2025 



 45 

Newsletter (Jan/Feb 2025) 

 46 

Nancy Richert’s Benefit Ride/Fundraiser 
January 25, 2025 
Palm Bay, Florida 

Wayne “Doc” Holiday playing the tunes. 

Rider’s Director Robert Smith, Past Director Jeff Cox 
and Nancy Richert on her benefit ride. 

Robert Smith winning a raffle basket. 
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Post Calendar 
February 2025 

 

 48 

Special Olympics Benefit Run/Event 
February 1, 2025 
Palm Bay, Florida 

Rider Eric Spellman winning a raffle basket. 

     Riders preparing for instruction and safety brief prior to riding. 

42 Bikes, Total 51, 3009 miles, 229.5 
hours, In-Kind Donations $6,107.00 

14 people donated; 14 Units of Blood  
Each unit is separated into 3 components (red cells, 

platelets, and plasma which goes to 3 different patients. 
Once the 14 units are separated, it goes to 42 patients. 
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Four Chaplains Sunday/Monument Visit 
February 2, 2025 
Sebastian, Florida 

Robert Smith, Kim Oaks, Bobby Dye, Donna Walkowiak, Bruce Walkowiak and Dave Hall 

 50 

The 9th Annual American Legion Rider Summit 
Feb 12—15, 2025 
Orlando, Florida 

 

 

 

 

Robert “Smitty” Smith, Chapter 117 Rider’s Director 
attending the initial briefing at Rider’s Summit. 

Robert “Smitty” Smith, Chapter 117 Rider’s Director , 
John Rubino, D12 Rider’s Chairman-Chapter 189, Ste-

phen Follet, Chapter 40, and Mrs. Rubino—Chapter 189 
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Post Calendar 
March 2025 
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Newsletter (Mar/Apr 2025) 



 53 

Richard Phillips Down Biker Fund 
8th Birthday Bash 
March 22, 2025 

Palm Bay, Florida 
 

Robert Smith, Rider’s Director, helping to park 
bikes and cars during event. Everyone having a good time. 

 54 

Project Vet Relief: Suicide Prevention Fundraiser 
March 29, 2025 

Palm Bay, Florida 
 

40 Bikes, Total 61, 4880 
miles, 244 hours, In-Kind 

Donation $6946.68 

10 people donated; 10 Units of Blood  
Each unit is separated into 3 components 

(red cells, platelets, and plasma which goes 
to 3 different patients. Once the 10 units are 

separated, it goes to 30 patients. 

Mary-Ann Spellman 
painting-by-the–       

numbers donated by 
#Paint22 

Larry Roberts, Project VetRelief Board Member  

Dave Hall painting-by-the– 
numbers donated by #Paint22 
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Post Calendar 
April 2025 
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In-State Unity Ride 
April 6—12, 2025 

#Western Route—Pensacola 
 
 

Brent Jackson, Chapter 117, 
Lynn Givens, Chapter 81, 

Mike “JD”  Givens, Chapter 
81, Glenn Weyant, Chapter 

200, Dennis Mallon and  
Stephen Follett Chapter 40,   
Middle row Hector Dietsch, 
Chapter 394, Karen Ortiz-
Labrecque, Chapter 117,   

Dana Jackson, Chapter 117 
and Front Row Astrid       

Dietsch, Chapter 394. Mike 
Cunningham, Chapter 40, 

also rode but not in picture. 

 

Gulf County Veterans Memorial 
Park at Beacon Hill  - Western 

Route 
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In-State Unity Ride Rally 
April 12, 2025 

Clearwater, Florida 
 

 

Monica Deleon, Jim Wineland, and Bobby 
Dye. Monica gave Jim a check for $8000 

Bobby Dye, Finance Officer, giving Jim 
Wineland a check for $20,000 for PVR 

Bill Davidson, Kim Oaks, Bobby Dye, Robert Smith, David 
Bolduc, Antonio Santos, Brent Jackson (Front) Monica Deleon 

and Dana Jackson 
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ALR Chapter 117 Officer Nominees 2025-2026 
April 20, 2025 

Palm Bay, Florida 
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Post Calendar 
May 2025 

 

 60 

Newsletter (Mar/Apr 2025) 

 

 



 61 

 The 37th All Veterans Reunion  
Vietnam Traveling Memorial Wall Escort  

May 4, 2025 
Melbourne & Cocoa, Florida 

David Smitley, CH117, Angela      
Blackford Ritchey, CH81, Dana      
Jackson,  CH117, Robert Smith,      
Rider’s Director CH 117, Ken O’Reilly 
& Lynn Buhr O’Reilly, CH 81, Brent 
Jackson,   CH 117, Karen Labrecque-
Ortiz, CH 117 & Glenn Weyant, CH 
200 

William “Pineapple” Whitney, CH117 

CH117 departing  Post 117 
for wall escort 

 62 

The 37th All Veterans Reunion 
Wreath Laying Ceremony Wickham Park 

May 5, 2025 
Melbourne, Florida 

PPC Bill Davidson, David Bolduc, Robert 
Smith, Rider’s Director, Auxiliary      

President Kim Oaks 

Dana Jackson, Rider’s 
Historian & Brent Jackson 

John Rubino, District 12 Rider’s       
Chairman/CH 189 and Robert Smith,   

CH 117 Rider’s Director 
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Boots on the Ground 
May 9, 2025 

Daytona & Jacksonville, Florida 

Dana Jackson, Rider’s Historian & Brent Jackson 

Back: John Scannell, Chapter 394,   
Kevin Coughlin, Chapter 394, Brent 

Jackson, Chapter 117, Hector Dietsch, 
Chapter 394,  Angie Coughlin, Chapter 

394, David Luzader, Chapter 394,  
Front: Dana Jackson, Chapter 117 and 
Astrid Dietsch, Chapter 394  members 

stopped at Buc-ees for fuel on their 
way to Boots on the Ground event. 

1000 miles, 120 hours 
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Lin Marcheggiani’s Last Ride 
May 22, 2025 

Cape Canaveral, Florida 

Dana & Brent Jackson, Chapter 117 2 Riders, 2 passengers 
672 miles, 28 hours 

Glenn Weyant, Chapter 200 & Karen 
Labrecque-Ortiz, Chapter 117 

Antonio Santos, Chapter 117 

Many AL Rider Chapters came together 
to bid farewell to Lin Marcheggiani. 

Lin’s rider’s vest 
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American Flags on Veterans Grave 
Fountainhead Cemetery 

May 24, 2025 
Palm Bay, Florida 

 

Rider Doc Holiday showing his respect 
to our lost veterans after placing an 

American Flag on their grave. 

Rider’s Chaplain Brian Yancey and     
Rider’s Director Robert Smith placing 

flags at veterans grave 

Charles F. Thomas  IV, CPT, Army,  
Vietnam 
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Memorial Day—Honoring of Charles F. Thomas IV 
Fountainhead Cemetery 

May 26, 2025 
Palm Bay, Florida 

 

Chapter 117 Rider’s and post member 
supporting the Post and Honor Guard 
Mission with an escort to Charles F. 
Thomas IV grave site for a Memorial 
Day Ceremony. 
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Rider’s Honor Guard Escort to Assisted Living Facilities 
May 26, 2025 

Palm Bay, Florida 
 

Far Right Back: Jack Miller, Chaplain Brian Yanc-
ey, Danny Keithline, Dave Hall,  James Jankovic, 

Kenneth Brody, Jeff Cox  

Bill Davidson, PPC, Rider’s and Honor 
Guard listening in on Memorial Day 

Speech by  Donna Walkowiak 
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Rider’s Tuesday Night Cornhole 
2024-2025 

Palm Bay, Florida 
 

Steve Hunt won in mailbag 

Tyler Ward and Rockie Webb Thipphayoth 
Took 2nd Place 

Michael Migliara and Jeff Doidge 
Took 1st Place 



 69 

Rider’s Bike Night 
2024-2025 

Palm Bay, Florida 
 

Spencer Reinking serving up the   
burgers &  dogs. Robert Smith has 

overwatch. 

Ass’t Rider’s Director Stan Wood taking 
everyone’s money.  

Rider’s and other members enjoying the     
burgers and hot dogs. 

Rider’s Historian Dana Jackson, Sgt-At-Arms      
David Bolduc & Patti Bolduc 
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Contribution 
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